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INTRODUCTION 


THESE  "Legends  of  the  Madonna" 
have  an  independent  interest  of 
their  own,  but  they  also  form  a 
sequel  to  another  little  book  by  the  same 
author,  entitled  "Mary,  the  Mother  of 
Jesus."  That  was  "  only  a  lighted  candle 
held  up  to  the  Bible-picture  of  the  Vir- 
gin." This  is  an  attempt  to  connect  in  a 
continuous  story  the  legends  illustrated  in 
art,  through  which  that  simple  scriptural 
idea  of  "  Mary  "  developed  into  the  medi- 
aeval conception  and  modern  cult  of  "  The 
Madonna," 

Legends  are  born  of  traditions.      Tra- 
ditions are  simply  stories  told.     Legends 
are  the  same  stories  at  length  written  and 
read.     Both  have  their  value  as  original 
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sources  of  history;  though  it  is  the  busi- 
ness of  the  scientific  historian  to  disen- 
tangle the  facts  from  the  fiction  in  each 
case. 

The  faith  of  the  earhest  Christians,  for 
a  generation  or  two,  rested  mainly  upon 
tradition — that  is,  upon  what  others  had 
seen  and  heard  and  told,  or  only  partly 
written.  Even  our  present  written  Gos- 
pels were  more  or  less  derived  from  such 
original  sources.  St.  Paul  bids  his  con- 
verts "hold  the  traditions  which  ye  have 
been  taught,  whether  by  word,  or  our 
epistle"  (2d  Thess.  ii. :  15),  and  distinctly 
quotes  (Acts  xx.  :  35)  a  saying  by  our 
Lord  not  noted  elsewhere. 

No  doubt  there  was  some  basis  of  truth, 
too,  in  some  of  the  apocryphal  gospels. 
Why  not  *?  There  must  have  been  much 
in  Jesus's  own  life  (and  so  in  His  Mother's) 
which   was   well   known  to  the   first   dis- 
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ciples  and  yet  not  recorded  in  the  canoni- 
cal Gospels.  St.  John,  with  whom  she 
made  her  home,  says  so  in  so  many  words 
(xxi.  :  21).  If  we  could  only  get  at  what- 
ever modicum  of  truth  there  was  in  those 
extra-Biblical  stories!  Yet  who  can  tell 
what  modern  critical  study  may  not  ac- 
complish some  day  in  this  matter?  At 
any  rate,  it  was  those  original  traditions 
which  were  undoubtedly  the  basis  of  many 
of  these  earlier  legends  of  the  Virgin,  but 
which  have  been  so  overlaid  with  myths 
and  other  fiction  that  whatever  basis  of 
truth  they  once  had  seems  now  hopelessly 
perverted  and  lost.  The  instinct  of  the 
early  Church,  then,  in  not  admitting  such 
uncertain  legends  to  the  canon  of  Script- 
ure, was  clearly  sound;  for  it  is  out  of 
just  such  exaggerations  and  perversions  of 
them  that  the  sweet  and  humble  Mary  of 
the  Bible  has  become  at  length  the  deified 
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Madonna  of  popular   superstition  and   a 
false  theology. 

We  may  go  deeper  in  tracing  this  evo- 
lution. The  Jews  had  no  notion  of  any 
feminine  principle  or  character  in  God. 
Other  races  did  attribute  it  to  their  deities. 
In  the  Artemis,  Aphrodite,  and  Hera  of 
the  Greeks,  in  the  Diana,  Venus,  and  Juno 
of  the  Romans,  we  see  the  distinct  deifica- 
tion of  virgin  purity,  maternal  love,  and 
queenly  power.  Then  came  Christianity 
with  its  revelation  that  in  Jesus  Christ, 
Son  of  God  and  Son  of  Man,  were  the 
very  completeness  and  perfection  of  hu- 
manity, all  that  is  best  in  man  and  in 
woman,  united  to  His  divinity.  In  the 
earliest  Christian  ages,  even  in  times  of 
persecution,  such  a  Savior  was  all  the  com- 
fort and  help  men  wanted.  In  their  sim- 
ple art  He  is  always  represented  as  "  The 
Good  Shepherd."      They  felt  no  need  of 
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His  Mother.  After  the  Church  had  be- 
come triumphant  in  the  Roman  world, 
Jesus  is  represented  in  art  as  a  King  in 
glory,  ruling  the  destinies  of  His  Church 
in  the  world.  Still  there  is  no  felt  need 
of  His  Mother. 

But  when  Christianity  had  begun  to 
grapple  again  with  heathenism  and 
heresy,  and  later  had  to  flee,  for  its  very 
life,  from  a  barbarian,  wicked  world  to 
monasteries  and  convents,  then,  as  its  art 
shows,  Christ  was  no  longer  thought  of  as 
the  loving  Savior  so  much  as  the  awful 
Judge  of  mankind.  Then  men  began  to 
yearn  for  some  pitying  power  to  intercede 
for  them  with  this  divine  and  offended 
Christ.  Who  so  likely  to  do  it,  and  so 
prevailingly,  as  His  own  Mother  *?  And 
so  the  cult  of  Mary  began.  The  human- 
ism of  the  Renaissance,  with  its  renewal  of 
the  classic  myths,  favored  the  cult.     Stories 
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of  heathen  goddesses  were  mingled  with 
legends  of  the  Virgin  and  their  attributes 
given  to  her,  until  her  supposed  place  and 
power  in  heaven  lifted  her  out  of  all  sem- 
blance of  the  simple  Mary  of  the  Gospels. 
Even  the  Church  eagerly  seized  on  this 
new  conception  of  the  Mother  of  our 
Lord,  offered  it  to  the  chief  devotions  of 
the  faithful,  stimulated  it  in  art  and  au- 
thorized it  in  theology,  until  at  last  we 
have  the  full-fledged  Mariolatry  of  to-day, 
with  its  dogma  of  the  Immaculate  Con- 
ception and  its  other  almost  blasphemous 
teaching.  For  if  the  Roman  Church  it- 
self has  not  yet  declared,  ex-cathedra, 
Mary's  share  in  Christ's  redemptive  work, 
and  even  in  His  divinity,  its  authorized 
writers   do   teach    all    this    point-blank.* 

*  "  Mary's  compassion  was  itself  part  of  the  Passion,  as  it  fitted 
her  for  her  office  in  the  Church,  and  as  it  regarded  her  co-operation 
in  the  work  of  redemption." — See  p.  128,  "  The  Foot  of  the 
Cross,"  by  Frederick  William  Faber,  D.D.,  i6th  American  edition,. 
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The  Greek  Church,  while  it  does  encour- 
age prayer  to  the  Virgin  as  the  chiefest  of 
the  saints,  and  even  the  devotional  use  of 
"  Eikons  "  or  pictures  of  her,  is  very  much 
more  moderate  in  the  place  and  power  it 
attributes  to  her  in  heaven. 

These  legends  were  for  ages  locked  up 
in  inaccessible  manuscripts,  and  could  be 
learned  only  from  priests  and  monks,  or 
from  pictured  walls  of  churches  and  mon- 
asteries. They  have  been  preserved  in 
such  books  as  the  "  Golden  Legends  "  of 
the  13th  century,  and  in  the  "Lives"  of 
Mary  and  the  Saints.  They  have  been 
more  or  less  imbedded  in  the  legendary 
lore  of  all  Christian  peoples.      Many  of 

Baltimore,  John  Murphy  &  Co.,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Most 
Reverend  the  Archbishop  of  Baltimore.  Again:  "The  soul  of 
Mary  was  raised  to  the  right  hand  of  her  Son,  on  the  royal  throne 
of  the  Most  Holy  Trinity." — See  p.  426  of  •'  The  Divine  Life  of 
the  Most  Blessed  Virgin  Mary,"  by  Mary  of  Jesus  of  Agreda, 
Philadelphia,  Peter  F.  Cunningham  &  Son,  with  the  Imprimatur 
of  Jacobus  Fredericus,  Episc,  Philadelphien. 
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them  have  been  gathered  from  old  Ger- 
man hymns  and  EngHsh  carols.  The 
author's  object  in  weaving  them  together 
was  simply  to  give  a  key  to  many  pictures 
of  the  Madonna  otherwise  meaningless. 
Mrs.  Jameson  has  told  us  when,  where, 
and  how  they  have  been  illustrated  in  art. 
The  author  has  added  a  few  facts  from 
history  to  show  what  a  powerful  influence 
they  have  had  at  times  in  making  that, 
and  also  some  of  the  miracles  now  attrib- 
uted to  the  Madonna  in  "  this  (new)  age 
of  Mary." 

Such  legendary  lore  is  undoubtedly 
fascinating  and  even  ensnaring,  but  it  is 
also  instructive.  The  sufficient  safeguard 
against  any  possible  danger  in  it  is  two- 
fold :  First,  a  knowledge  of  the  simple 
truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus,  and  secondly,  a  view 
such  as  this  little  book  gives  us  of  how 
vast  a  mass  of  fiction  has  grown  up  about 
14 
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the  Mother  of  our  Lord  from  an  almost 

incalculably  slender  and  uncertain  basis  of 

fact. 

Boyd  Vincent 

Cincinnati,   May,    1 899 


NOTE 


These  legends  were  written  to  be  read 
to  a  class  studying  the  history  of  art,  in 
order  to  interpret  the  Virgin  in  devotional 
pictures.  They  were  afterward  read  many 
times  in  drawing-rooms  for  the  benefit  of 
church  work,  and  are  published  now  at 
the  request  of  those  who  heard  them. 

THE   AUTHOR 

Cincinnati,  June,    1899 
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THE   MADONNA 


JOACHIM  AND  ANNA  were  the 
father  and  mother  of  the  Virgin 
Mary.  Joachim  was  descended  from 
the  royal  line  of  David,  and  Anna  from  the 
priestly  line  of  Aaron,  so  that  the  royal 
and  priestly  blood  mingled  in  the  Mother  Ancestors 
of  our  Lord.  Tradition  says  that  Joachim  virgin. 
and  Anna  were  very  pious,  very  rich,  and 
childless  for  many  years.  That  they  had 
no  children  was  a  great  grief  to  them,  as 
it  is  to  all  Jews.  When  Joachim  grew 
old  and  began  to  despair  of  God's  blessing 
him  with  a  child,  he  resolved  to  divide 
his  goods  into  three  parts,  and  to  give  one 
part  to  the  Lord  for  the  Temple  service, 
one  to  the  poor,  and  to  keep  one  for  the 
support  of  himself  and  his  wife,  whom  he 
19 
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loved  very  dearly.  To  this  the  pious 
Anna,  whose  name  means  "gracious," 
gave  her  consent.  But  when  Joachim 
went  to  the  Temple  to  present  his  offer- 
ing to  the  Lord,  the  High-priest,  Issa- 
char,  drove  him  back,  saying,  "Away 
with  thee,  for  thou  art  childless  and  art 
Joachim  under  a  curse!"  And  the  young  men 
from  the  also  spurned  him  and  drove  him  away. 
Then  Joachim  searched  the  Scriptures, 
and  found  that  all  the  righteous  men 
and  patriarchs  of  old  had  been  the 
fathers  of  sons  and  daughters.  And 
Joachim  mourned  bitterly  that  he  had 
no  child,  and  would  not  return  to  his 
wife,  but  went  into  the  fields  with  his  hired 
servants,  who  watched  his  flocks.  When 
he  came  to  a  mountain  not  far  from 
Nazareth,  he  built  himself  a  hut  and  there 
he  tarried  five  months.  Forty  days  and 
nights  he  fasted  and  prayed,  for  he  said : 
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"  Until  the  Lord  look  upon  me  mercifully, 
prayer  shall  be  my  meat  day  and  night." 
And  he  had  only  the  gentle,  bleating 
sheep  to  comfort  him,  while  he  "  sat  upon 
the  ground  and  spoke  not  a  word,  for  his 
grief  was  very  great." 

Now  the  pious  Anna  knew  not  what 
had  happened  to  her  husband  in  the  Tem- 
ple, nor  why  he  tarried  so  long  away  from 
her.  And  when  five  months  had  passed, 
and  she  had  seen  or  heard  nothing  from 
him,  she  went  into  her  chamber  and  shut 
the  door  and  put  on  mourning  apparel, 
and  kneeled  down  and  prayed  earnestly  Anna' 
and  said :  "  O  Thou  God  of  my  fathers, 
why  hast  Thou  thus  humbled  Thy  hand- 
maiden ?  Thou  hast  given  offspring  to  all 
Thy  creatures,  and  to  me  alone  hast  Thou 
denied  this  gift ;  and  now  hast  Thou  taken 
my  husband  also.  I  beseech  Thee,  most 
merciful  God,  to  return  my  husband  unto 
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me  and  to  grant  us  a  child,  and  we  will 
devote  it  to  Thy  service  and  bless  Thy 
name  forever."  And  when  she  rose  up, 
her  handmaiden,  Judith,  came  to  her  and 
said :  "  Wherefore  dost  thou  so  afflict  thy- 
self? I  pray  thee  be  of  good  cheer,  and 
array  thyself  in  goodly  apparel,  and  bind 
this  fillet,  which  was  given  me,  about  thy 
hair ; "  for  Anna  was  still  fair  to  behold. 
But  Anna  was  greatly  incensed,  and  bade 
her  handmaiden  begone  and  leave  her  to 
Judith's  her  grief  Then  Judith  said :  "  What 
evil  shall  I  wish  thee,  since  thou  wilt  not 
hearken  unto  me?  Worse  I  cannot  wish 
thee  than  that  with  which  the  Lord  hath 
already  afflicted  thee,  that  thou  shouldest 
not  be  a  mother  in  Israel."  And  Anna 
was  sorely  troubled  at  these  words,  and 
she  laid  aside  her  mourning  garments  and 
put  on  her  bridal  attire,  and  went  out  into 
the  garden   and   kneeled    down    under    a 
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laurel  tree,  and  again  prayed  earnestly. 
And  behold  the  Angel  of  the  Lord  ap-  Angei  of 
peared  unto  her  in  great  glory  and  said  :  pears  to 
"Anna,  thou  beloved  of  the  Lord,  fear 
not.  Thy  prayers  and  thine  alms  have 
come  up  before  God,  and  He  has  seen  thy 
tears,  and  will  take  away  thy  reproach,  and 
thou  shalt  have  a  child,  and  thou  shalt 
call  her  name  Mary,  and  she  shall  be 
blessed  through  ail  eternity."  Then  said 
the  pious  Anna :  "  If  this  shall  come  to  pass 
as  thou  sayest,  I  will  present  my  daughter 
to  the  Lord  in  His  Temple,  and  she  shall 
serve  Him  all  the  days  of  her  life."  Then 
the  Angel  answered  and  said:  "Thy 
daughter  shall  be  sanctified  by  the  Lord 
Most  High.  She  shall  be  endowed  with 
heavenly  innocence  and  wisdom.  She 
shall  be  desired  by  all  men ;  and  she  shall 
be  the  mother  of  the  Messiah,  the  Saviour 
of  His  people."  And  when  the  Angel 
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had  thus  spoken  he  vanished ;  and  the 
holy  Anna  rejoiced  greatly  in  her  heart, 
and  her  handmaiden  wondered  what  had 
come  to  pass.  But  Anna  had  told  no  one, 
and  kept  the  secret  in  her  heart  I 

And    after    this    the    Angel   went   to 
Angel      Joachim   and    found    him   alone   on    the 

appears  to  ^  ^ 

Joachim,    mountain,  and  said :  "  Joachim,  thou  Son 

of  David,  thy  prayers  and  thy  tears  have 

come  up  before  God    and   have    moved 

Him  with  pity  for  thy  distress.     Behold, 

thy  wife  shall  bear  thee  a  daughter,  and 

there  shall  be  none  like  her  till  the  end 

of  the  world,    as   there    has   been    none 

like  her  since  the  beginning.     And  now 

rise  up  and  go  home  to  thy  wife,  who  has 

been  comforted  in  her  sorrow;  for  she  is 

dear  to  the  Lord."     And  Joachim  took  a 

lamb  without  blemish  from  his  flock  and 

offered    it   as   a  burnt  offering  unto  the 

Lord ;  and  when  the  smoke  of  it  ascended 
24 
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unto  heaven,  then  the  Angel  also  ascended. 
And  Jcachim  was  amazed,  and  fell  down 
on  his  face,  and  lay  on  the  earth  from  the 
sixth  to  the  ninth  hour.  Then  came  his 
servants  and  they  were  frightened,  and 
they  lifted  him  up,  and  he  told  them  all 
that  had  happened  ! 

And  when  Joachim  journeyed  toward 
Jerusalem  and  came  to  the  Golden  Gate, 
there  his  wife  Anna  met  him  and  fell  on  Kiss  at  the 
his  neck  and  kissed  him  and  rejoiced  Gate, 
greatly  And  when  they  had  thanked 
God  m  the  Temple  and  offered  unto  Him 
ten  sheep,  and  to  the  priests  ten  calves, 
and  one  hundred  to  the  people,  they  re- 
turned to  their  own  house,  praising  God. 

And  it  came  to  pass  on  the  8th  day  of 
September,  in  the  year  of  the  world  3985, 
that  Anna  gave  birth  to  a  daughter,  "  the 
master-piece  of  the  ages,"  as  St.  Bernard 
calls  her;  and  she  was  more  beautiful  than 
25 
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any  child  that  had  ever  been  born.  And 
she  called  her  name  Mary.  Tradition 
says  that  legions  of  angels  hovered  over 
the  place  where  the  infant  Mary  lay  and 
were  ever  afterward  at  her  command ;  and 
Birth  of  the  that  a  band  of  seraphim  continually  and 
invisibly  floated  above  her,  as  in  the  back- 
ground of  Raphael's  "  Sistine  Madonna." 
And  Joachim  and  Anna  loved  her  ex- 
ceedingly, and  allowed  no  one  to  attend 
her  but  the  pure  and  gentle  daughters 
of  Israel.  Her  mother  made  her  room 
a  sanctuary,  and  her  cradle  was  a  shrine. 
When  she  was  two  years  old,  Anna 
taught  her  to  read  and  pray  in  their 
beautiful  garden,  while  the  angels  lis- 
tened; and  these  angels  always  washed 
and  dressed  her,  so  that  even  her  mother 
never  saw  her  lovely  form. 

And  it  came  to  pass,  tradition  says,  that 

Anna  had  two  more   daughters,  and  she 
26 
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called  them  Mary  also,  not  knowing  which  virgin's  sis- 

r     1         -K  IT        •    1  ^^^^  named 

should  be  the  mother  of  the  Messiah  as  Mary  also, 
the  Angel  had  promised.  The  second 
Mary  became  the  mother  of  St.  John  the 
Evangelist  and  St.  James  the  Greater ;  and 
the  third  Mary  was  the  mother  of  four 
sons,  St.  Simon,  St.  Jude,  St.  Thaddeus, 
and  St.  James  the  Less.  These  are  they 
who  were  called  "the  brethren  of  the 
Lord,"  but  tradition  says  that  they  were 
his  cousins. 

When  the  first  Mary  was  three  years 
old,  Joachim  said  to  Anna,  his  wife :  "  It 
is  time  to  perform  our  vow  unto  the  Lord. 
Let  us  invite  the  daughters  of  Israel,  and 
each  shall  take  a  lamp  in  her  hand, 
the  symbol  of  piety,  and  they  shall  attend 
on  the  child,  for  we  must  present  her  unto 
the  Lord." 

And  they  carried  her  up  to  Jerusalem 

from  Nazareth,  their  own  city;  and  when 
27 
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they  came  to  the  Temple,  they  placed  her 
on  the  first  of  the  fifteen  steps  that  led  up 
to  the  altar,  and  behold  she  went  up  these 
steps  alone,  carrying  a  lamp  in  her  little 
hand;  and  when  she  had  laid  her  gift 
Virgin's     upon  the  altar,  she  stood  before  the  priest 

Presentation         .   i       .  ^  ^  i  a        i      i 

in  the  With  joy  and  confidence.  And  the  priest 
blessed  her,  saying  :  "  Mary,  the  Lord  will 
magnify  thy  name  to  all  generations  and 
through  thee  shall  redemption  be  made 
known  unto  Israel."  And  as  she  stood 
before  the  altar,  she  danced  with  her  little 
feet;  and  all  Israel  rejoiced  with  her  and 
loved  her,  and  said :  "  Behold  what  man- 
ner of  maiden  is  this  I  "  And  then  her 
parents  delivered  her  to  the  priest  and  bade 
her  farewell  and  returned  to  their  home. 
And  so  Joachim  and  Anna  performed 
their  vow  unto  the  Lord.  And  this  was 
the  Presentation  of  Mary  in  the  Temple. 

After  her   parents    had    departed,    the 
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priest  committed  her  to  the  care  of  Anna, 
the  prophetess,  and  to  the  other  young 
maidens  who  were  educated  in  the  Tem- 
ple ;  and  Mary  was  said  to  be  wiser  and 
more  lovely  than  any  of  these  daughters 
of  Israel.  The  Lives  of  the  Virgin  say 
that  they   called   her    "My    Lady,"   and    Her  life  in 

the 

made  obeisance  to  her.  The  sweet  old  Temple. 
German  legends  tell  how  she  learned  the 
Psalter  by  heart,  and  sang  in  a  low,  sweet 
tone  its  glorious  hymns  while  about  her 
work.  They  tell  how  skilful  she  was  in 
spinning  and  weaving  and  knitting,  and 
that  she  was  never  idle  nor  unhappy;  that 
she  fasted  and  prayed,  and  that  the  angels 
brought  her  all  her  food.  When  she 
went  abroad  she  bowed  her  head,  and  her 
modesty  and  beauty  were  famed  abroad 
through  all  Israel. 

Tradition   says  that  to  her  the   High- 
priest  committed  the  care    of  the   Holy 
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Place  in  the  Temple  with  its  Altar  of  In- 
cense, its  Table  for  the  Shew  bread,  and 
the  Seven-branched  candlestick,  and  that 
to  her  alone  of  all  her  sex  was  granted  the 
privilege  of  entering  the  Holy  of  Holies 
to  pray  before  the  Ark  of  the  Covenant. 
It  is  not  surprising  that  these  traditions 
betray  ignorance  of  such  historical  facts  as 
that  this  Ark  was  not  in  the  restored  Tem- 
ple where  Mary  was,  and  often  show  that 
mediaeval  artists  had  no  conception  of 
the  architecture  of  the  Temple. 

And  when  Mary  was  eight  years   old, 
the  pious  Joachim  and  Anna,  the  beloved 
of  the  Lord,  died,  and  Mary  was  an  or- 
phan, and  the  Temple   of  the  Lord  was 
sne  is  told    her  only  home.     At  fourteen  years  of  age 
must  many,  the  High-pricst  told  her  that  it  was  time 
for  her  to  be  married,  as  was  the  custom 
of  all  Jewish  maidens.     But  she  said  :  "  I 
have  consecrated  myself  to  the  Lord  as 
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long  as  I  live,  and  I  cannot  break  my 
vow."  Then  the  priest  said:  "Such  a 
thing  has  never  been  heard  of  before 
among  our  people;  but  it  is  written: 
*  What  thou  vowest,  that  thou  must  pay; ' 
so  call  upon  the  Lord  to  make  known 
His  will  unto  thee."  Then  the  Voice  of 
the  Lord  was  heard  in  the  Temple,  say- 
ing: "Let  all  the  men  of  the  house  of 
David  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  come  unto 
the  Temple,  and  let  each  one  offer  on  the 
Altar  a  dry  rod,  and  whose  rod  shall  bud 
and  blossom,  and  on  which  the  Spirit  of 
the  Lord  shall  descend,  the  same  is  the 
righteous  man  to  whom  this  pure  Virgin 
shall  be  given."  Then  the  unmarried 
men  of  the  house  of  David,  of  the   tribe   Her  suitors 

•    1  present  theit 

oi  Judah,  in  whose  line  the  Messiah  was      rods, 
promised,   assembled  themselves  together 
and   presented   their   rods   to  the   High- 
priest,  and   he    laid   them  on  the  Altar. 
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And  they  all  kneeled  down  before  the 
Altar,  and  each  one  prayed  that  it  would 
be  his  rod  that  would  bud  and  blossom. 
After  they  had  waited  a  long  time  and  no 
rod  was  seen  to  bloom,  they  were  greatly 
troubled.  Then  the  Voice  of  the  Lord 
was  heard  again,  saying:  "Joseph  of 
Bethlehem,  of  the  house  of  David,  is  not 
here,  for  in  his  humility  he  was  afraid  to 
come.  Let  him  be  called,  and  let  him 
present  his  rod  before  the  Lord."  Then 
Joseph  of  the  priest  sent  for  Joseph,  and  he  came 
chosen,  as  he  was  commanded.  Now  Joseph 
was  an  old  man  and  a  widower,  and  he 
was  a  carpenter  by  trade;  and  when  he 
presented  his  rod,  lo !  it  budded  and 
blossomed  into  a  lovely  lily,  and  a  dove 
of  dazzling  whiteness  issued  out  of  it,  and 
after  hovering  over  Joseph's  head,  flew  up 
to  heaven.  Then  the  other  suitors  broke 
their  rods  in  anger  and  dismay.  But  the 
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High-priest  said  to  Joseph,  "  Thou  art 
the  person  to  take  the  Virgin  of  the  Lord 
and  to  keep  her  for  Him."  And  Joseph 
said :  "  I  am  not  worthy,  but  I  will  do  as 
the  Lord  hast  commanded  me,  and  I  will 
be  as  a  father  to  this  holy  maiden."  Then 
Mary  blessed  him,  and  Joseph  took  her  Marriage  of 
reverently  by  the  hand,  and  led  her  away  ^  *^'"' 
to  prepare  for  the  betrothal  ceremony. 
Some  traditions  say  that  they  were  married 
on  the  23d  of  January  at  the  steps  of  the 
Temple,  and  that  Mary,  attended  by  vir- 
gins and  angels,  received  the  Mosaic 
blessing  from  the  High-priest,  who  joined 
their  hands,  and  that  Joseph  gave  her  a 
ring  and  bowed  himself  before  her,  while 
the  other  suitors  looked  on  frowning  in 
envy  and  despair.  Then  Joseph  said  to 
Mary:  "Behold,  I  have  taken  thee  from 
the  Temple  of  the  Lord ;  and  now  I  will 
leave  thee  in  my  own  house,  for  I  must  go 
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and  follow  my  trade,  for  I  am  a  poor  man. 
I  will  return  to  thee;  and  meanwhile  the 
Lord  be  with  thee  and  watch  over  thee." 
And  Mary  said:  "The  Lord  watch  be- 
tween thee  and  me  while  we  are  absent 
one  from  another."  Then  Joseph  went 
away.  So,  in  the  house  of  her  husband, 
Mary  spent  the  first  days  of  her  married 
life  in  the  sweet,  domestic  duties  of  a 
home,  in  prayer  and  meditation,  the 
angels  her  only  companions.  Then  came 
the  miracle  of  the  ages,  the  Incarnation 
of  the  Son  of  God. 

The  Annunciation,  some  traditions  say, 

took  place  at  evening  just  after  sunset,  the 

time,  for  ages  since,  of  the  "Angelus"  and 

the  "  Ave  Maria."    Gabriel,  the  Archangel 

The  An     and  messengcr  of  God,  came  down  from 

nunciatioii. 

heaven  to  announce  to  this  Virgin-wife 
that  she  had  found  favor  with  Him,  and 
that  she  was  to  be  the  Mother  of  His  Son. 

34 


THE  MADONNA 

Some  legends  say  that  Gabriel  descended 
in  the  clouds  with  a  band  of  angels,  who 
waited  at  the  gate,  eager  to  see  her  who 
was  to  be  the  Queen  of  Heaven.  Some 
say  that  he  came  alone  and  with  such  soft: 
and  gentle  tread  that  Mary  at  first  did  not 
hear  him  as  she  sat  on  her  porch,  reading 
the  book  of  Isaiah,  her  distaff  fallen  at  her 
feet,  her  basket  with  the  flax  beneath  the 
table  near  her,  while  birds  fluttered  and 
sang  around  her,  the  emblem  of  her 
spiritual  joys.  Others  say  that  Gabriel 
came  at  midnight  with  great  awakening 
light ;  and  again,  that  he  met  her  at  a  foun- 
tain whither  she  had  gone  to  draw  water. 
The  legends  vary,  as  do  the  pictures  of  this 
wonderful  scene.  But  all  agree  that  the 
angel  came  with  glorious  wings,  and  that 
he  was  beautiful  and  radiant  with  eternal 
youth  as  he  knelt  adoringly  before  her, 
holding  a  lily  or  a  sceptre  in  his  hands, 
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while  he  told  her  of  this  marvellous  mys- 
tery in  the  overshadowing  presence  of  the 
Holy  Ghost,  Who  descended  upon  her  in 
the  form  of  a  dove.  St.  Bernard  says 
that  she  was  reading  the  prophecy,  "  Be- 
hold, a  Virgin  shall  conceive  and  bear  a 
Son,"  and  that  she  exclaimed,  "  Oh,  that  I 
might  see  her  and  kiss  her  feet ! "  when 
suddenly  the  glorious  vision  of  the  Angel 
and  the  descending  dove  burst  upon  her, 
and  the  holy  prophecy  was  fulfilled. 

Legend    adds   but  little    to   the    Bible 

story  of  her  hasty  visit  to  the  hill  country 

of  Judaea  to  visit  her  cousin  Elisabeth, 

except  that  angels  guarded  her  and  one 

faithful  servant  attended  her.      Elisabeth 

The  visita-  is  Said  to  have  met  her  in  a  portico  or 

gend  of  the  garden,  where  we  are  told  that  Mary  often 

walked  during   her    long  visit   with   her 

cousin.     It  was  here    that  she  happened 

one   day  to  touch  a   modest,  little  white 
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flower  just  looking  up  from  among  its 
leaves,  and  having  caught  the  hue  of  her 
mantle,  it  scented  the  air  with  its  delicate 
fragrance.  And  that  is  the  way  the  white 
violets  tumed  blue  and  became  sweet. 

There    is   a   most     interesting    legend 
which  says  that  when    Csesar    Augustus  The  Tibur- 

tina  legend. 

consulted  Tiburtina,  the  sibyl,  whether 
it  would  be  pleasing  to  the  gods  to  have 
him  receive  the  divine  honors  which  the 
Roman  Senate  had  accorded  him,  the 
sibyl,  after  waiting  a  few  days,  took  him 
apart  and  showed  him  an  altar,  and 
above  the  altar  in  the  opening  heavens 
he  saw  a  beautiful  Virgin  in  great  glory, 
holding  an  infant  in  her  arms,  and  at 
the  same  time  he  heard  a  voice  from 
heaven,  saying,  "  This  is  the  Altar  of 
the  Son  of  the  living  God."  Where- 
upon Augustus  caused  an  altar  to  be 
erected  on  this  spot,  the  Capitoline  Hill 
37 


THE  MADONNA 

in  Rome,  with  the  inscription,  "Ara 
Primogeniti  Dei,"  that  is,  "The  Altar 
of  the  First  Begotten  of  God."  On  this 
spot,  in  commemoration  of  this  tradi- 
tion, was  built  in  later  years  the  well- 
known  Roman  Church,  called  the  Ara 
Coeli,  "the  Altar  of  Heaven,"  with  its 
one  hundred  and  twenty  marble  steps 
and  celebrated  Bambino,  the  hideous  and 
jewel  -  bedizened  image  of  the  Christ- 
Child.  This  was  said  to  be  one  of  the 
strange  harbingers  of  the  Nativity  of 
Christ. 

History  tells  us  that  it  was  at  this  time 
that  Augustus  caused  all  the  world  to  be 
registered  for  a  census  (the  Bible  says 
"for  taxation"),  when  Mary  and  Joseph 
went  up  to  Bethlehem  to  be  enrolled. 
On  the  long,  steep  road  Joseph  supported 
the  delicate  Mary  with  his  arm  reverently 
about  her,  while  an  angel  led  the  way  and 
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lighted  their  path  by  a  torch  at  night, 
Mary  all  the  while  patient  in  her  weari- 
ness and  pain.  When  they  arrived  at 
Bethlehem,  there  was  no  room  for  them    TheVir- 

gin's  jour- 

in  the  inn,  and  Joseph  expostulated  with  neytoBeth- 

lehem  to  be 

its  master,  while  Mary  kneeled  on  the  taxed. 
ground,  the  innkeeper's  wife  regarding 
her  with  great  pity  and  distress.  But  they 
were  obliged  on  that  cold,  starry  night  to 
seek  shelter  in  a  cave  used  for  a  stable, 
just  opposite  the  ruins  of  the  house  of 
Jesse,  her  far -back  ancestor,  and  near 
where  David  watched  his  flocks.  We 
are  told  that  while  Joseph  had  gone  to 
seek  some  woman  to  care  for  the  suffer- 
ing Mary,  the  Child  was  born,  and  when  The  Nativ. 
Joseph  returned  with  the  woman,  who 
was  Mary  of  Salome,  said  by  some  to 
be  her  own  sister,  and  who  vowed  to 
attend  on  Mary  and  the  Child  as  long  as 
she  lived,  they  found  the  place  where  Mary 
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and  the  young  Child  were  filled  with  light 
brighter  than  the  sun  at  noonday,  and 
which  so  dazzled  their  sight  that  they 
could  not  see  the  Infant  in  the  Virgin's 
arms.  Some  legends  say  that  they  found 
the  Virgin  kneeling  before  the  Child,  wor- 
shipping Him,  while  the  angels  with  folded 
wings  adored  Him  with  her,  and  the  oxen 
came  from  their  stalls  and  kneeled  before 
the  Child  and  warmed  Him  with  their 
sweet  breath.  The  straw  on  which  He  lay 
ripened  into  wheat,  and  bees  hummed 
harmless  around  Him.  A  band  of  angels 
from  the  heavenly  hosts,  who  sang  the 
"  Gloria  in  Excelsis,"  swept  down  from 
the  celestial  choir  and  showered  the 
Virgin-Mother  and  the  Child  with  roses 
Adoration    from    Paradisc.      The    Shepherds    came, 

of  the 

Shepherds.    With  whom,  tradition  says,  were  St.  Simon 

and  St.  Jude,  and  presenting  them  with 

a  young  lamb,  piped  and  danced  before 
40 
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them.     Then    the  Wise    Men  —  Caspar,    The  three 

Kings  and 

Melchior,  and  Balthasar — came,  guided  legend  of 
by  a  star  which  shone  with  lustrous  Hght 
in  the  forehead  of  a  radiant  child,  who 
winged  his  way  before  them  in  the  air, 
bearing  a  cross  in  his  hand ;  and  they  of- 
fered their  costly  gifts,  holding  a  jewelled 
Crown  above  the  Christ-Child's  head 
while  He  slept,  always  with  His  little 
arms  crossed  over  His  heart.  The  Virgin 
in  return  gave  them  one  of  the  linen 
bands  in  which  He  was  wrapped,  and  they 
laid  it  among  their  treasures  and  bowed 
themselves  to  the  earth  and  departed. 
Tradition  adds  to  this  story  that  St. 
Thomas  in  his  mission  to  the  Indes  found 
these  Wise  Men  many  years  later  and 
baptized  them,  and  that  afterward  they 
were  put  to  death  for  their  faith  and  thus 
received  the  crown  of  martyrdom.  Their 
bones  were  found  over  three  centuries 
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later,  and  St.  Helena,  the  Mother  of  Con- 
stantine,    had  them  preserved,    and    now 
they  are  in  the  Cathedral  of  Cologne — so 
the  legend  goes. 
Legend  of        But  to  rctum  to  Mary  and  the  Christ- 

the  Christ-     ^-^,   .,  ,  .   ^ 

mas-rose.  Child.  After  the  Shepherds  and  the  Wise 
Men  had  departed,  Salome,  grieving  that 
she  had  no  gift  to  offer  to  the  Infant 
King,  went  out  in  the  night  and  wept 
bitterly ;  and  lo  I  in  the  morning,  she 
found  that  her  tears  had  been  turned  to 
roses,  which  she  gathered  and  laid  among 
the  wheat  around  the  Child.  This  is  the 
origin  of  the  legend  of  "the  Christmas- 
rose." 
Presentation       The  Presentation  of  Christ  in  the  Tem- 

of  Christ  in.  -w      -x     -y         r  r  -k  ii  o  o 

the  Temple,  plc  IS  Called  the  first  of  Mary's  Seven  Sor- 
rows, because  her  heart  was  deeply  troubled 
by  the  predictions  of  Simeon  at  that  time. 
Tradition  says  that  Simeon  was  one  of  the 
number  commissioned  nearly  three  hun- 
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dred  years  before  to  translate  the  Hebrew    Legend  of 
Scriptures  into  Greek,  and  that  to   him 
had    been   given  the  book    of  Isaiah   to 
translate.     When  he  came  to  the  passage 
"  A  virgin  shall  bear  a  Son,"  he  wrote  it, 
"  A  young  woman  shall  bear  a  son ; "  and 
when  he  had  so  written  it,  an  angel  effaced 
it,  and  as  often  as  Simeon  wrote  it,  as  he 
thought,  correctly,  the  angel  blotted  it  out. 
Then  a  revelation  came  to  Simeon,  that 
he  should  not  see  death  till  he  should  see 
the  Lord's  Christ.     So  for  more  than  two 
hundred  years  he  tarried  on  the  earth  till 
this  wonderful  thing  had  come  to  pass; 
and  he  was  led  up  by  the  Spirit  into  the 
Temple  at  the  very  hour  that  Mary  went 
there  to  present  her  Son,  and  taking  the 
Child  in  his  arms,  he  exclaimed,  "  Lord, 
now  lettest  Thou   Thy  servant  depart  in 
peace,  for  mine  eyes  have  seen  Thy  salva- 
tion."    And  Anna,   the  aged  prophetess, 
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who  had  been  the  devoted  nurse  of  Mary 
during  her  childhood  in  the  Temple, 
came  forward  at  that  instant  and  blessed 
the  Child  and  His  Mother,  and  praised 
God. 

When  the  Holy  Family  fled  from 
Legends  of  Hcrod  into  Egypt,  it  is  said  that  the  ox 
into  Egypt,  and  the  ass,  which  did  homage  to  the  Di- 
vine Child  in  the  manger,  accompanied 
::hem  in  their  flight ;  that  three  angels  led 
the  ass  on  which  Mary  and  the  Child  sat ; 
that  they  guarded  them  by  day,  guided 
them  over  lakes  and  streams,  pitched  their 
tent  at  night,  and  refreshed  them  with 
celestial  fruits  and  flowers.  Many  beauti- 
ful legends  are  told  of  their  flight  into 
Egypt  and  their  repose  there.  As  they 
entered  a  wilderness  all  the  trees  bowed 
down  before  them  except  the  aspen,  which 
it  is  said,  alas !  that  Jesus  cursed,  and  that 
from  that  day  to  this  it  has  never  ceased 
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to  tremble.  The  palm  trees  waved  their 
branches  and  bowed  themselves  to  the 
earth  to  offer  their  fruit  to  the  Mother  and 
Child.  The  legend  adds  that  the  date 
pit  has  ever  since  borne  the  impress  of  the 
little  teeth  of  Jesus.  Once  the  Holy 
Family  rested  in  a  sycamore  grove,  and  a 
fountain  miraculously  gushed  forth  from 
the  roots  of  one  of  the  trees.  This  gave 
a  religious  interest  to  the  sycamores,  and 
the  Crusaders,  centuries  afterward,  brought 
them  to  Europe.  Again,  when  the  travel- 
lers feared  that  Herod's  soldiers  would 
overtake  them,  they  came  to  a  field  where 
a  man  was  sowing  wheat.  And  Mary  said 
to  him,  "  If  anyone  shall  ask  you  whether 
we  have  passed  this  way,  ye  shall  answer, 
'  Such  persons  did  pass  when  I  was  sowing 
seed.'  "  And  by  a  miracle  the  wheat  grew 
and  ripened  in  a  night.  The  next  day 
the  soldiers  came,  and  the  man,  who  was 
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already  cutting  his  wheat,  answered  as 
Mary  had  told  him,  and  their  pursuers 
turned  back.  At  another  time  thieves 
fell  upon  them  and  would  have  plundered 
and  murdered  them,  but  one  of  them, 
called  Zuccaro,  interfered  and  said,  "  Suf- 
fer them  to  go  in  peace  and  I  will  give 
you  thirty  pieces  of  silver  and  my  girdle." 
And  having  prevailed  on  his  comrades  to 
let  them  go,  he  led  the  holy  travellers  to 
a  grotto  and  gave  them  food  and  lodging 
for  the  night.  Then  Mary  said  to  him, 
"  The  Lord  will  receive  thee  on  His  right 
hand  and  grant  thee  pardon  for  thy  sins." 
And  it  came  to  pass  as  she  said ;  for  when 
Christ  was  crucified,  this  was  the  man, 
legend  says,  who  was  crucified  on  His  right 
hand,  and  that  the  merciful  thief's  sins 
were  forgiven  him,  and  that  he  was  with 
his  Saviour  in  paradise ! 

The    idols    of    the    Egyptians    fell    on 
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their  faces  as  they  passed  by,  and  when 
they  reached  the  Pyramids,  we  are  told, 
Mary  and  the    Child   slept  between  the    she  sleeps 

between  tile 

great  feet  of  the  Sphinx,  a  light  from  the  feet  of  the 
Child  illuminating  that  old  Egyptian 
riddle  of  the  ages.  Another  queer  old 
legend  of  their  journey  is  found  in  Italian 
and  German  ballads,  which  tell  that  Mary 
encountered  the  gypsy  Zingarella,  who  zingareiia. 
crossed  the  Child's  palm  after  the  manner 
of  gypsies,  and  then  foretold  all  that  He 
should  suffer  as  the  Redeemer  of  the  world. 
In  return  she  asked  for  no  silver,  but  that 
her  sins  might  be  forgiven  her  and  that 
she  might  inherit  eternal  life.  Tradition 
adds  nothing  scarcely  to  the  Scripture 
story  of  the  return  from  Egypt,  except  that 
one  says  that  the  boy  Jesus  had  grown  and 
was  able  to  carry  a  basket  with  Joseph's 
tools.  Nor  do  they  tell  us  anything  more 
of  the  quiet  home  life  at  Nazareth,  except 
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that  the  aged  Elisabeth  and  the  child 
John  are  said  to  have  lived  with  them 
in  their  sweet  content,  and  so  made  a 
part  of  the  Holy  Family.  Pictures 
which  represent  Mary  and  the  Holy 
Child,  Joseph  and  Elisabeth  and  the  little 
Holy  John  are  called  "  Holy  Families ; "  those 
including  angels  and  saints  are  simply 
devotional. 

You   will   pardon   a   slight   digression 

here,  if  I  give   you    one    of  the   many 

German  ic-  legends  which  cluster  around  the  Christ- 

gend  of  the  '\  \   •      r~^  11  r 

Christ-  Child  m  Germany,  that  home  of  legendary 
lore.  The  German  peasants  believe  that 
the  Christ-Child  wanders  over  the  world 
every  Christmas  Eve,  bearing  on  His 
shoulders  a  bundle  of  evergreens.  Over 
mountains  and  streams,  through  forests  and 
cities  and  towns  to  lordliest  castles  and 
humblest  huts,  to  cathedrals  and  shrines 

and  palaces,  in  the  cold  and  the  storm,  the 
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Holy  Child  toils  on,  to  be  welcomed  or 
rejected  as  He  comes  again  to  the  dear 
world  His  Father  loved  so  well.     Those 
who  watch  and   long  for  His  coming  set  a 
candle  in  the  window  to  guide  and  cheer 
Him  on  His  way,  and  they  believe  that 
they  receive  Him    in  the  person  of  any 
wayfaring  man  or  poor  child  who  enters 
their  doors.     They  are  confident  that  He 
exclaims,     "  Expected    here !     Expected 
here ! "  as  He  sees  the  welcome  light  beam- 
ing  from   their   windows,    and    that   He 
enters  to  leave  His  blessing  with  an  ever- 
green bough.     But  when  He  sees  no  light, 
and  receives  no  welcome.  He  sighs,  "  Re- 
jected  here  I    rejected    here  I  "    and    His 
little    feet    bleed    on   the    snow  as   He 
trudges  on. 

Mary  had  her  second  Sorrow  in  losing 
Jesus  in  Jerusalem  when  they  took  Him 
up  to  the  Feast.     And  again  her  heart  was 
49 


THE  MADONNA 

deeply  grieved  in  the  death  of  the  just  and 
The  death   gentle    Joseph,   at  whose    side    she    and 
o  josep  .    j^g^g   g^^  ^j^  ^^  children,  who,  tradi- 
tion says,  were  his  by  a  former  wife.     And 
Jesus  comforted  His  mother  there,  while 
He  held  the  hand  of  His   dying  foster- 
father.     And  when  Joseph's  own  children 
wept  sorely   that  their   father   was  dead, 
Jesus,  speaking  of  it,  said  :     "  And   my 
Mother  and  I  wept  with  them."     Tradi- 
tion adds  that  He  summoned  the  Arch- 
jesus  bap-    angel  Michael  to  bear  away  the  spirit  of 
Mother'.'     Joseph  and  to  carry  it  to  heaven.     Then 
Jesus  is  said  to  have  baptized  His  Mother 
in  the  Jordan.' 

The  Marriage    at  Cana   of  Galilee    is 
The  Mar-    belicved  to  have  been  the  marriage  of  St. 
Cana  of     John  and  Mary  Magdalene,  and  that  ever 
afterward    they    followed   and    ministered 

•  The  legends  thus  far  have  been  mostly  according  to  German 
and  old  English  rendering. 
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to  Christ  and  His  Mother.  From  that  Roman  ac- 
counts of 

time  till  the  Passion  of  our  Lord,  the  occupa- 
tions of  the 

Roman  Lives  of  the  Virgin  contain  little  virgin. 

more  than  the  account  of  how  she  was 
occupied  in  prayer  without  ceasing  for  the 
sins  of  the  world,  in  alms-giving  and  work 
for  the  poor,  in  superhuman  fastings,  in 
which  she  was  sustained  by  the  minister- 
ing angels  ever  present  with  her,  and  in 
prostrations  and  genuflections  without 
number.  These  Lives  again  and  again 
assert  that  she  was  repeatedly  vouch- 
safed the  rapture  of  the  Beatific  Vision, 
and  that  she  was  often  transported  into 
heaven  and  "  made  a  part  of  the  Divine 
Essence." 

Tradition  has  hardly  dared  to  add  any- 
thing to  the  awful  sacredness  of  our  Lord's 
Passion.  He  is  said  to  have  bidden  His 
Mother  a  sorrowful  farewell  before  "He 
set  His  face  steadfastly  to  go  to  Jerusalem  " 
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The  Virgin  to  sufFcF  and  to  die.     We  are  told  that  she 

at  the  Feast 

of  the  Pass-  was  present  but  apart  at  the  Feast  of  the 

over. 

Passover;  that  the  Angel  Gabriel  passed 
her  the  Bread  and  the  Cup  from  the  hands 
of  our  Lord,  and  that  she  received  them 
meekly  on  her  knees.  She  is  said  to  have 
known  of  Judas's  treachery  and  to  have 
prayed  with  him  to  give  up  his  wicked 
design.  After  the  Betrayal  and  the 
Scourging  and  False  Trial,  when  Jesus 
was  passing  along  the  Via  Dolorosa 
on  the  way  to  Calvary,  she  joined  the 
women  of  Jerusalem  in  the  sorrowful  pro- 
cession. And  when  she  beheld  her  Son 
sinking  under  the  weight  of  the  Cross,  she 
fell  fainting  to  the  earth — the  only  story  of 
her  ever  betraying  any  weakness  !  Music, 
with  its  mournful  Stabat  Maters,  best  tells 
the  story  of  how  she  "  stood  "  at  the  Cross 
so  strong  in  her  maternal  anguish.  No 
pictures  have  adequately  represented  her 
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silent,  heroic  fortitude  there.  Two  or 
three  beautiful  legends  are  told  of  the 
Cross  and  the  Crucified  One,  and  are  not 
disconnected  with  His  Mother,  who  must 
have  seen  all  that  transpired  through  that 
agonizing  watch.  The  legend  of  the  Legend  of 
Cross  itself  is  associated  with  her.  When 
Adam  and  Eve  were  banished  from  Para- 
dise, they  lived  in  penitence  and  prayer, 
hoping  to  atone  for  their  disobedience. 
So  when  Adam  came  to  die,  he  called  unto 
him  Seth  and  said,  "My  son,  go  to  the 
terrestrial  Paradise,  and  ask  the  angel  with 
the  flaming  sword  who  guards  the  gate 
to  send  me  a  bough  of  the  balsam  tree, 
which  shall  ease  my  soul  in  death.  You 
will  easily  find  the  way,  for  my  footsteps 
scorched  the  earth  as  I  was  driven  forth." 
And  Seth  did  as  his  father  had  com- 
manded him,  and  as  he  drew  near  to  Para- 
dise, he  found  the  earth  covered  with 
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verdure  and  with  flowers.  But  when  he 
asked  the  angel  with  the  flaming  sword 
for  the  balsam  bough,  the  angel  said,  "  The 
time  of  redemption  has  not  come.  Four 
thousand  years  must  roll  away  before  the 
Redeemer  shall  open  the  gate  of  Paradise, 
which  Adam  closed  by  his  disobedience. 
But  as  a  token  of  future  pardon,  the  wood 
whereon  redemption  shall  be  won  shall 
grow  from  thy  father's  tomb."  And  the 
angel  opened  the  gate  far  enough  for  Seth 
to  see  a  fountain,  clear  as  crystal,  gushing 
forth  in  living  streams,  and  before  it  a 
mighty  tree,  whose  roots  were  in  hell  and 
whose  branches  reached  to  heaven.  The 
boughs  were  covered  with  leaves  and 
flowers  and  fruit.  But  the  fairest  fruit  was 
a  beautiful  little  Babe,  bright  as  the  sun, 
around  whose  head  fluttered  seven  doves, 
and  a  Woman  more  lovely  than  the  moon 
bore  the  child  in  her  arms.  Then  the 
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angel  said,  "  I  give  thee  now  three  seeds 
from  this  wonderful  tree,  and  when  thy 
father  is  dead,  place  these  three  seeds  in  his 
mouth  and  bury  him."  Then  Seth  re- 
turned to  his  father  and  told  him  what  he 
had  seen  and  what  the  angel  had  given 
him.  And  when  Adam  died,  Seth  placed 
the  seeds  in  his  father's  mouth  and  buried 
him  in  Golgotha.  And  three  trees  grew 
from  these  three  seeds.  With  the 
branches  from  one  Moses  performed  his 
miracles  in  Egypt ;  the  second  tree  gave 
the  healing  properties  to  the  pool  of 
Bethesda,  which  was  near  it;  and  from 
the  third  the  executioners  cut  the  beams 
for  the  Cross  on  which  the  Saviour  was 
crucified.  After  the  Crucifixion  this  was 
buried  on  Calvary  and  was  found  by  the 
mother  of  Constantine.  This  story,  with 
all  its  details  and  various  renderings,  part 
of  which  are  preserved  in  a  Syriac  manu- 
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script  in  the  British  Museum,  is  one  of 
the  wildest  of  mediseval  legends.* 

The  legend  of  the  Holy  Grail  is  also 
associated  with  the  Madonna.  It  is  the 
mystical  and  confused  story  of  how  Joseph 
of  Arimathea  gathered  the  Divine  Blood 
from  the  Saviour's  wounds  in  a  vessel 
from  which  our  Lord  had  supped  at  the 
Last  Supper.  Joseph  was  imprisoned  for 
forty  years,  but  in  some  mysterious  way 
concealed  the  sacred  vessel,  and  subsisted 
on  its  contents  till  someone  was  found 
pure  enough  to  guard  it.  It  was  always 
under  the  special  protection  of  Mary,  and 
was  at  last,  according  to  the  Arthurian 
Legend  of  Legend,  lodged  in  the  Castle  of  the  Grail, 
GraU.  where  it  was  under  the  guardianship  of 
Amfortas,  who  with  his  court  was  for  ages 

'  Professor  Riley  of  Oxford,  in  his  "  Athos,  the  Mountain  of  the 
Monks,"  estimates  that  there  are  over  125,000  cubic  feet  of  what 
is  called  the  true  Cross  preserved  as  relics  in  the  churches  and 
monasteries  of  Europe. 
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under  a  spell,  dying  but  not  dead,  for  evil 
deeds  done  while  custodian  of  this  holy 
relic.  The  blinding  splendor  that  blazed 
forth  from  it  concealed  it  from  all  those 
who  were  not  pure  in  heart  and  life.  Many 
a  true  and  loyal  Christian  knight  had  gone 
in  quest  of  it,  vowing  never  to  return  till 
he  had  found  it.  But  none  succeeded 
till  Sir  Galahad,  a  descendant  of  Joseph, 
so  one  legend  says,  "  whose  strength  was 
as  the  strength  of  ten  because  his  heart 
was  pure,"  reached  the  castle,  but  failed  to 
secure  it  through  over-confidence  at  the 
last.  This  legend  of  the  Grail  has  been  the 
theme  of  poetry  and  art  for  ages  and  the 
groundwork  of  many  a  superstition.  To 
these  legends  of  the  Cross  I  will  add  one 
about  the  tender  little  bird,  which  is  said 
to  have  seen  the  agony  of  the  Saviour 
there,  and  which,  in  frantic  pity,  tried  to 
pull  out  the  cruel  nails  from  the  bleeding 
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Legend  of 
the  Cross- 
bill. 


Pietas. 


Christ  man- 
ifested Him- 
self to  His 
Mother 
after  the 
Resurrec- 
tion. 


hands,  which  His  Mother  could  not  reach. 
This  bird  has  ever  since  been  called  the 
red  Cross-bill,  because  it  carries  blood-red 
stains  on  its  small  bill.  Longfellow  has 
recorded  this  legend  in  a  few  sweet  verses. 

Mary  is  said  to  have  waited  at  the  Cross 
till  the  Holy  Body  was  taken  down,  and 
to  have  held  it  in  her  arms  in  her  supreme 
and  silent  grief  Pictures  representing 
this  scene  are  called  "  Pietas."  Romanists 
dare  to  say  that  there  were  two  altars  on 
Calvary,  the  Cross  and  Mary's  heart ! 

St.  Ambrose  in  the  fourth  century  says 
that  there  existed  then  an  ancient  tra- 
dition that  Christ  manifested  Himself  to 
His  Mother  before  He  did  to  Mary  Mag- 
dalene ;  that  she  was  praying  fervently 
when  a  bright  company  of  angels  entered 
her  room  and  knelt  down  before  her  and 
sang  the  "  Salve  Regina,"  their  welcome 
to  the  Queen  of  Heaven,  and  that  when 
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their  heavenly  strains  had  ceased,  Christ 
Himself,  clothed  in  white,  bearing  in  His 
hand  the  standard  of  the  Cross,  entered 
her  presence,  followed  by  the  patriarchs 
and  prophets  whose  spirits  He  had  re- 
leased from  prison.  And  they  all  knelt 
before  her  and  saluted  her.  Then  he  bade 
her  be  comforted  and  weep  no  more,  for 
the  pains  of  death  had  passed  away  and 
the  gates  of  hell  had  not  prevailed  against 
Him.  And  she  thanked  Him  meekly  on 
her  knees,  that  it  had  pleased  Him  to  re- 
deem mankind. 

Tradition  says  that  Mary  was  with  the    Tradition 

that  the 

disciples  at  the  Ascension,  and  that  when  virgin  wit- 
nessed the 
she  saw  the  Lord  lifted  up  on  the  clouds   Ascension. 

and  passing  away  out  of  her  sight,  she 
called  to  Him  and  said,  "My  Son,  re- 
member me  when  Thou  comest  into  Thy 
Kingdom."  And  then  Mary's  seventh 
and  last  Sorrow  was  completed. 
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She  formu-       Before  the  Apostles  departed  to  preach 

lates  the 

Apostles*    and  teach  as  the  Lord  had  commanded 

Creed. 

them,  Mary,  to  whose  care,  tradition  says, 
they  were  committed,  called  them  together, 
and  before  bidding  them  farewell,  desired 
each  of  them  to  declare  one  article  of  his 
Christian  faith,  and  as  they  stated  them, 
she  wrote  them  down  and  named  them 
"  The  Apostles'  Creed." 

The  rest  of  her  life  was  spent  with  St. 

John,  tradition  says,  in  his  house  on  Mt. 

Zion  in  Jerusalem,  and  in  his  home  on 

the  Sea  of  Galilee,  where  she  loved  to  be. 

Her  letter    During  this  period  a  Sicilian  legend  asserts 

to    the 

people  of    that  she  honored  the  people  of  Messina 

Messina.  .  •  i      i 

with  a  letter  written  with  her  own  hand, 
dated  in  the  year  of  her  Son  42.  Tra- 
ditions vary  about  the  date  of  her  death. 
Some  place  it  at  about  48  a.d.  and  some 
as  late  as  65  a.d. 

It  was  not  long  before  she  died  that 
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St.  Luke  was  told  in  a  dream  to  go  to  the 
Mother  of  our  Lord  and  to  beg  her  to  per- 
mit him  to  paint  her  portrait.     Obeying  st.  Luke's 

*•  portrait  of 

the  heavenly  voice,  he  told  her  of  the  the  virgin, 
command  he  had  received.  She  meekly 
consented,  believing  it  to  be  the  will  of 
God,  telling  him,  though,  that  she  had 
never  seen  her  own  face  in  a  mirror  and 
so  could  be  no  judge  of  its  merits,  and  re- 
questing that,  if  possible,  he  would  repre- 
sent her  as  she  had  been  in  youth,  holding 
her  Divine  Child.  Angels  attended  him 
while  painting ;  one  handed  him  his  brush, 
another  mixed  his  colors,  all  eager  to  do 
him  service.  Darkness  interrupted  his 
work,  and  when  he  returned  to  complete 
it,  the  Virgin  was  dead,  but  the  angels 
had  finished  the  picture.  The  so-called 
St.  Luke's  portrait  of  the  Virgin  is  now  in 
the  Borghese  Chapel  of  the  magnificent 

church  of  Santa  Maria  Maggiore  in  Rome. 
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This  was  built  by  John,  the  Roman 
patrician,  and  Pope  Liberius,  who,  desir- 
ing to  honor  the  Virgin,  erected  it  where, 
she  told  them  in  a  vision,  snow  would  fall 
on  the  night  of  August  5th.  So  showers 
of  white  rose-leaves  are  thrown  on  the 
congregation  of  the  faithful,  who  every 
year  commemorate  this  day  in  the  chapel 
where  the  portrait  hangs. 
Her  Death  The  followiog  legend  of  her  Death  and 
sumption.  Assumption  is  given  very  fully  by  Mrs. 
Jameson  :  On  a  certain  day  the  heart  of 
the  Virgin  was  filled  with  inexpressible 
longing  to  behold  her  Son,  and  she  wept 
abundantly,  when  suddenly  an  angel  ap- 
peared before  her  and  saluted  her,  saying, 
"  Hail,  Mary,  full  of  grace  I  I  bring  thee 
a  branch  of  palm  gathered  in  Paradise. 
Command  that  it  be  carried  before  thy 
bier  on  the  day  of  thy  burial,  for  in  three 

days  thy  soul  shall  enter  Paradise,  where 
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thy  Son  awaits  thy  coming."  And  Mary 
bowed  her  head  and  said,  "  Be  it  unto  me 
as  thou  sayest;  and  if  I  have  found  favor 
in  thy  sight,  grant  that  the  Apostles,  my 
brethren,  may  be  reunited  to  me  before  I 
die,  that  in  their  presence  I  may  yield  up 
my  soul  to  God.  And  I  pray  thee  also 
that  I  may  not,  in  the  hour  of  death,  be 
affrighted  by  any  evil  spirits,  and  that  they 
may  have  no  dominion  over  me."  And 
the  angel  said,  "  Doubt  not  that  all  the 
Apostles  shall  be  reunited  to  thee  this  very 
day,  and  fear  not  the  power  of  any  evil 
spirit;  for  hast  thou  not  bruised  the  ser- 
pent's head  and  destroyed  his  kingdom  ?  " 
And  having  thus  spoken  the  angel  de- 
parted into  heaven,  and  the  palm  branch 
that  he  left  behind  him  shed  light  from 
every  leaf,  and  sparkled  as  the  stars  of  the 
morning.  Then  Mary  lighted  her  lamp, 
and  prepared  her  bed,  and  waited  till  her 
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hour  should  come.  At  the  same  time,  John, 
who  was  preaching  at  Ephesus,  and  Peter, 
who  was  preaching  at  Antioch,  and  all  the 
other  Apostles,  who  were  scattered  through- 
out the  world,  were  suddenly  caught  up 
by  some  miraculous  power  and  found 
The  Apos-  themselves  before  the  door  where  Mary 
her  death-    was.     And  whctt  Mary  saw  them  all  gath- 

bed. 

ered  around  her,  she  thanked  God  and 
placed  in  the  hands  of  St.  John  the  shining 
palm  branch  and  desired  that  he  should 
bear  it  before  her  as  the  angel  had  com- 
manded. Then  Mary  kneeled  down  and 
prayed  to  her  Son  to  receive  her,  and  the 
Apostles  prayed  with  her;  after  which 
she  laid  herself  upon  her  bed  and  com- 
posed herself  for  death.  And  John  wept 
bitterly.  And  about  the  third  hour  of  the 
night,  as  Peter  stood  at  her  head  and  John 
at  her  feet  and  the  other  apostles  near  her, 

a  sound  of  celestial  music  was  heard  in 
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the  air  and  sweet  fragrance  filled  all  the 
house.  And  Jesus  Himself  appeared, 
accompanied  by  an  innumerable  host  of 
angels,  patriarchs,  and  prophets,  singing 
hymns  of  joy.  And  Jesus,  bending  over 
His  Mother,  said,  "Arise,  my  beloved,  jesusappcarj 
come  with  me  from  Lebanon  and  receive 
the  crown  that  is  destined  for  thee."  And 
Mary,  lifting  up  her  eyes  to  her  Son,  said, 
"  My  heart  is  ready ;  for  it  was  written, 
*I  come  to  do  Thy  Will.'"  And  im- 
mediately the  soul  of  Mary  left  her 
body  and  was  received  into  the  arms  of 
her  Son,  and  together  they  ascended  into 
heaven,  while  the  angels  sang  "  Hosannas 
in  the  Highest,"  and  the  echoes  of  their 
song  did  not  die  away  till  she  was 
buried. 

As  the  Apostles  saw  her  soul  mounting- 
upward  with  their  Lord,  they  cried :  "  O 
most  spotless  Virgin,   remember    us   and 
65 


THE  MADONNA 

pray  for  us,  when  thou  comest   into  thy 

glory ! "     And  the  angels  who  welcomed 

her  in  heaven  sang:  "Who  is  this  that 

Cometh  up  from  the  wilderness,  leaning 

on  her  beloved ;  who  is  fairer  than  all  the 

daughters  of  Jerusalem  ?  " 

Three  among  the  virgins  of  the  Temple 

Her  Burial,  prepared  the  body  of  Mary  for  the  tomb ; 

but  such  a  glory  surrounded  it  that  no 

human  eye  could  see  the  chaste  and  sacred 

form  unclothed.     And  when  all  was  ready 

the  Apostles  took  it  up  reverently  and  laid 

it  on  a  bier,  St.  John  bearing  the  shining 

palm    branch  before   it.     Peter  sang  the 

1 14th  Psalm,  "  In  Exitu  Israel  de  Egypto," 

and  the  angels  followed  after,  also  singing. 

The  wicked  Jews,  hearing  these  melodious 

voices  ran  together,  and  the  High-priest, 

being  seized  with  fury,  laid  his  hands  upon 

the  bier,  intending  to  overturn  it  upon  the 

earth ;    but  both  his  arms  were   suddenly 
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withered  up,  so  that  he  could  not  move 
them,  and  he  was  overcome  with  fear  and 
prayed  to  Peter  for  help.  Then  Peter 
said :  "  Have  faith  in  Jesus  Christ  and 
His  Mother  and  thou  shalt  be  healed;" 
and  it  was  so.  And  they  carried  the  body 
to  the  Valley  of  Jehoshaphat,  where 
Joachim  and  Anna  were  buried;  and  there 
they  buried  Mary. 

On  the  third  day  afterward  Jesus  said 
to  His  angels :  "  What  honor  shall  I  con- 
fer on  her,  who  was  my  mother  on  the 
earth?"  And  they  said:  "Suffer  not 
that  body,  which  was  Thy  temple,  to  see 
corruption."  And  Jesus  consented  that 
it  should  be  so;  and  the  Archangel  Michael 
brought  to  the  Lord  the  soul  of  Mary, 
and  the  Lord  called  from  heaven,  saying : 
"  Rise  up,  my  love,  my  undefiled,  for  thou 
shalt  not  remain   in  the  darkness  of  the 

grave  nor  shalt  thou  see  corruption."  And 
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immediately  the  soul  of  Mary  rejoined 
her  body,  and  she  arose  gloriously  from  the 
tomb  and  ascended  into  heaven,  trans- 
ported and  welcomed  by  legions  of  angels, 
blowing  their  silver  trumpets  and  harping 
on  their  harps  of  gold,  and  singing: 
"  Who  is  this  that  riseth  as  the  morning, 
fair  as  the  moon,  terrible  as  an  army  with 
banners'?"  And  the  Apostles  watched 
her  as  she  mounted  upward  and  was  lost 
to  their  sight  in  the  light  of  heaven.  But 
one  of  their  number  was  absent,  the  same 
Thomas  who  doubted  that  the  Lord  had 
risen,  and  he  desired  that  the  tomb  of 
Mary  should  be  opened  that  he  might  be- 
lieve in  her  Assumption.  And  when  it 
Her  empty  was  Opened,  they  found  that  the  body  of 
blooming  Mary  was  gone,  and  that  roses  and  lilies 
were  growing  where  they  had  laid  it. 
Then  Thomas,  looking  up  toward  heaven, 

beheld  the  Virgin  in  radiant  light,  fairer 
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than  all  the  daughters  of  men,  and  for  the    Legend  of 

r      1        1        n  L  •         t         ^^^   Girdle. 

assurance  of  his  faith  she  flung  him  her 
girdle,  the  same,  it  is  said,  which  to  this 
day  is  preserved  in  the  Cathedral  of  Prato. 
The  girdle  of  the  Virgin  has  a  long,  le- 
gendary history.  St.  Thomas  treasured  it 
for  years,  and  at  his  death  entrusted  it  to 
a  devout  man,  who  gave  it  as  a  marriage 
portion  to  his  daughter.  Her  husband 
appreciated  its  sacredness,  and,  on  a  long 
voyage  from  the  East  to  Italy,  thought 
that  it  would  be  safer  if  he  slept  on  the 
casket  that  contained  it.  Every  time  he 
did  it  the  angels  lifted  him  to  the  floor, 
till  he  realized  that  he  was  wanting  in 
reverence  for  the  sacred  relic,  and  so  he 
slept  on  the  floor  beside  it  till  he  com- 
mitted it  to  the  care  of  the  Bishop  of 
Prato. 

Legend   says   the   Assumption   of  the 

Virgin  was  followed  by  her  Coronation  in 
69 


THE  MADONNA 

HerCoro-   the  highcst  heavcii  at  the  Father's  right 

nation  as 

Queen  of    hand.     There  she  was  seated  or  knelt  be- 

Heaven. 

fore  her  Son,  who  placed  on  her  bowed 
head  a  resplendent  crown.  The  Father 
stretched  out  His  arms  and  blessed  her, 
and  the  Holy  Spirit  hovered  over  her, 
and  all  the  cherubim  and  seraphim  sa- 
luted her  as  the  Queen  of  Angels  and 
of  Heaven ! 

These  are  the  traditions  developed  into 
legends,  which  have  transformed  the  sim- 
ple, retiring  Mary  of  the  Gospel  story  into 
the  Madonna  of  the  Greek  and  Roman 
churches.  To  have  a  fully  adequate  con- 
ception of  her,  there  must  be  added  a  few 
facts,  at  least,  concerning  her  place  in  au- 
thentic history.  Her  influence  has  indeed 
been  mostly  confined  within  the  Church 
and  devotional  art,  though  no  honest  his- 
torian can  deny  that  through  it,  as  an  ob- 
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ject  of  supreme  devotion  to  the  Knights 
of  Chivalry,  she  has  had  an  influence 
reaching  far  beyond  the  Church,  which 
has  done  much  to  Hft  women  from  their 
former  low  estate  to  their  now  elevated 
position.  May  they  never  forget  to 
bless  her  for  it  I  For  to  the  Virgin  Mary 
belongs  the  honor  of  making  purity, 
sweetness,  and  truth  the  highest  ideal  of 
all  true  womanhood.  Without  her  the 
world  would  never  have  had  its  "  Sistine 
Madonna "  and  much  of  its  pure  devo- 
tional music.  It  was  she  who  inspired 
such  men  as  Raphael  and  Palestrina, 
and  it  was  faith  in  her  supposed  power 
to  succor  and  save,  and  a  grateful  devo- 
tion for  it,  which  stimulated  men  to 
build  hundreds  of  the  most  beautiful 
churches  of  Christendom.  The  story  of 
these  would  fill  volumes.  The  history  of 
two  or  three  repeats  itself  in  them  all. 
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For  instance,  when  the  people   of  Siena 

were    besieged   by   the    Florentines,    and 

their  city  was  threatened  with  destruction, 

they  chose  a  certain   Bonaguida  as  their 

leader;    and   after  long  deliberation   this 

good  man,  barefooted,  and  with  his  girdle 

round  his  neck,  led  the  people  in  solemn 

procession  to  the  Duomo,  where,  after  the 

Bishop  had  taken  him  in  his  arms  and 

kissed  him,  he  stood  before  the  picture  of 

the  Virgin  and  prayed  thus  to  her :     "  O 

Mother  most  pitiful  I      O    Counsel   and 

Help  of  the   afflicted,   help  us !     I  give 

and  dedicate  to  thee  the  city  of  Siena  with 

all  its  inhabitants,  and  I  lay  its  keys  upon 

thy  altar.     Guard   it  from  every  wicked 

work,  above  all  from  the  Florentines.     O 

Mother  compassionate,  graciously  accept 

these  gifts  of  our  good  will   and  deliver 

us !  "     That  night  a  heavy  mist  was  seen 

to  hang  over  the  city,  and  the  people  said 
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it  was  the  mantle  of  the  Virgin,  who  was 
watching  over  Siena.     The  next  day  the 
Sienese   marched  out  to  meet  their  foes 
with  bold  hearts,  trusting  in  her  protec- 
tion.    The  battle  was  long  and  furious, 
but   their   victory   was    complete.      The 
Florentines  were  routed  or  killed  in  heaps 
around  their  sacred  Carroccio,  which  they 
wept    over,  kissed,  and    died    defending. 
The    completion    and   adornment   of  the 
great  Cathedral  of  Siena,  one  of  the  most  cathedral  of 
beautiful  in  all  Italy,  was  the  votive  of-  votive  offer- 
fering  of  the  people  to  "  Our  Lady  of  the    "virgin.  ^ 
Assumption  "  for  her  signal  deliverance  of 
them  from  the  hands  of  their  enemies. 

And    in   the   same   way   she    made  a 
chapter  of  history   in  Venice,  where  the     aiso  the 
people    vowed  to  build    her   a   beautiful   sta.  Maria 
church  if  she  would  stay  the  great  plague   at  Venice. 
of  1630,  when  over  forty-six  thousand  of 
its    inhabitants    died.     After   solemn  ser- 
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vices  and  prayers  at  all  her  shrines  by  a 
multitude  of  people  clothed  in  sackcloth, 
the  plague  was  stayed,  and  the  Church  of 
Santa  Maria  della  Salute  rises  in  its  beauty 
and  fair  proportions  from  Venetian  waters, 
a  fulfilment  of  the  people's  vow. 

Could  there  be  any  more   conclusive, 

logical  facts  as  to  her  influence  in  church 

history  than  that  there    are    in    England 

Number  of  alonc,  according  to  Mrs.  Jameson,  twenty- 

feasts, 

churches,    onc  hundtcd  and  twenty  churches  called 
in  her      after   her'?      Of  the    four   hundred   and 

honor. 

thirty-three  public  churches  and  chapels 
in  Rome,  there  are  one  hundred  and 
twenty-one  dedicated  to  the  Blessed  Vir- 
gin and  only  fifteen  to  our  Divine  Lord  I 
In  the  Roman  liturgy  thirty-nine  feasts 
are  appointed  in  her  honor,  and  only 
twenty  to  our  Redeemer  I  Rufini,  a  re- 
liable Italian  authority,  according  to  Lan- 
ciani,  states  that  in  1853  there  were  in 
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Rome  fourteen  hundred  and  twenty-one 
images  of  the  Madonna  in  street  shrines, 
kept  Hghted  day  and  night,  a  proof  of 
her  hold  on  men's  and  women's  hearts. 

How  beautifully  Hawthorne  in  the 
Marble  Faun  has  idealized  a  natural  de- 
votion to  the  Mother  of  Jesus,  in  the 
shrine  of  Mary,  and  the  lamp  kept  burn- 
ing there  by  the  holy  Hilda ! 

But  her  power  over  men's  lives  was  never 
more  signally  proved  than  in  the  long  vigil  she  inspired 

r  1  1      •  /•  Loyola. 

of  Loyola  at  the  shrme  of  the  Virgin  at 
Montserrat,  and  his  vows  made  there  when 
he  laid  his  lance  at  her  feet,  and  which  no 
doubt  led  him  on  to  that  final  and  com- 
plete self-renunciation  which  resulted  in 
the  formation  of  the  most  powerful  society 
ever  devised  by  man.  Mary  inspired  Loy- 
ola, Loyola  made  the  society  of  Jesus,  and 
the  Jesuits  made  history  all  over  the  world. 
Another  instance  of  her  direct  influence 
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sheeniight-  ovcF  the  Hvcs  of  men  is  in  the  heavenly 

ened  St. 

Bernard  of   yision  the  great  and  good  St.  Bernard  ot 

Clairvaux. 

Clairvaux  is  said  to  have  had  of  her,  when 
she  came  to  strengthen  his  faith  and  en- 
Hghten  his  mind,  while  engaged  on  some 
of  his  profound  theological  writings. 
But  the  strangest  historical  fact  con- 
Her  miracle  nected  with  her,  and  only  to  be  accounted 

at  St. 

Sophia,  for  by  the  widespread  and  unshaken  faith 
in  her  power  and  love,  is  the  superstitious 
belief  in  her  miracles,  which  still  exists 
among  the  Romanists  in  this  enlightened 
age.  None  more  thrilling  was  ever  attrib- 
uted to  her  in  the  Greek  Church  than 
when  the  church  of  St.  Sophia  was  taken 
at  the  fall  of  Constantinople.  As  the 
shrieks  and  groans  of  those  without  the 
church  were  heard,  tradition  asserts  that  a 
priest  was  celebrating  the  last  mass.  Just 
as  the  words  of  invitation  were   said  for 

the   last  time  within  the  venerable  walls. 
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the  Turks  rushed  into  the  church.  A 
quick  glance  behind  him,  an  imploring 
cry  to  God  and  Mary,  and  then,  bearing 
the  Host  in  his  hands,  he  passed  through 
the  solid  wall,  opened  by  Mary,  and  left: 
no  trace  behind  him.  A  little  chapel  has 
since  been  found  in  the  thickness  of  the 
wall  where,  tradition  says,  he  entered,  and 
from  this  descends  a  staircase  encumbered 
with  rubbish ! 

The  removal  of  her  home  from  Naza-    Her  house 
reth  to  Loreto  through  the  air,  over  sea   miracdous- 
and  land,  by  a  band  of  angels,  to  secure    to  Loreto. 
it  from    profanation    by  the    Saracens,  is 
another  of  her  most  famous  miracles. 

The  most  incredible  of  those  ascribed 

to  her  in  modern    times  have  been   per-    Her  mir- 
acles and 
formed  at    Lourdes   in  southern    France,  votive  offer- 

.  .  ,  '"gs  at 

where  she  is  said  to  have  appeared  to  a     Lourdes. 
pious  peasant  girl,  and  blessed  the  waters 
of  a  spring   where  the  girl  was  bathing. 
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Thousands  of  pilgrims   go   there   yearly 
now  to  be  healed  by  these  waters.     The 
votive  offerings   in  the  church  of  Notre 
Dame,  recently  erected  in  this  little  town, 
are  of  fabulous  cost.     Thousands  of  dia- 
monds, pearls,  and  precious  stones  adorn 
them.      The   most  touching  of  all   is    a 
banner  hung  over  the  altar  on  which  are 
tied   the  long,  beautiful    tresses    of  poor 
women,  who  had  nothing  else  to  offer  to 
"  The  Mother  of  the  Afflicted."     One  of 
the  most  tender  of  these  miracles  is  told  in 
<'TheLe-   a  pocm  of  Adelaide  Procter,  called  "The 
l^rnce  -Z  Legend  of  Provence."    It  tells  how  a  lovely 

told  in  a  ,  ,  i  i 

poem  by  Orphan  girl  was  brought  up  by  the  nuns 
Procter!  of  "  Our  Lady  of  the  Hawthorn,"  that  she 
was  the  idol  of  their  hearts,  the  convent's 
child,  and  became  a  nun  herself  as  Sister 
Angela.  She  passed  her  time  in  pious 
work  and  purest  joys,  trimming  the  lamps 
before  the  shrines,  and  embroidering  the 
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altar-cloths  with  her  dainty  fingers.      Be- 
sides these  pious  tasks 

An  office  she  would  never  miss  nor  share. 
Was  every  day  to  w^eave  fresh  garland  sweet. 
To  place  before  the  shrine  at  Mary's  feet. 

And  then  the  old  story  is  told  again,  of 
how  a  wounded  knight  was  brought  one 
day  to  the  convent  gate,  and  how  the 
gentle  sisters  took  him  in  and  nursed  him 
back  to  life.  But  alas !  with  life  returned, 
he  wooed  and  won  the  love  of  Angela,  the 
trusted  child  and  nun.  They  fled,  and  for 
a  while  were  happy  in  their  love.  But 
Angela  awoke  at  last  from  this  fair  dream 
and  found  her  knight  unfaithful  to  his 
vows.  Years  of  misery  went  on  in  reck- 
less woe,  till  finally  a  longing  uncontrolled 
comes  over  her  to  see  her  convent-home 
and  die.  Weary  and  worn  and  desperate, 
she  begs  her  way  back  to  its  closed  gate. 
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She  rang  the  convent  bell.     The  well-known  sound 
Smote  on  her  heart,  and  bowed  her  to  the  ground. 
And  she  who  had  not  wept  for  long,  dry  years 
Felt  the  strange  rush  of  unaccustomed  tears. 
Terror  and  anguish  seemed  to  check  her  breath 
And  stop  her  heart  !      O  God  !    could  this  be  death  ? 
Crouching  against  the  iron  gate  she  laid 
Her  weary  head  against  the  bars  and  prayed. 
But  nearer  footsteps  drew,  then  seemed  to  wait — 
And  then  she  heard  the  opening  of  the  grate 
And  saw  the  withered  face,  on  which  awoke 
Pity  and  sorrow  as  the  portress  spoke. 
And  asked  the  stranger's  bidding.      **  Take  me  in. 
She  faltered,  **  Sister  Monica,  from  sin 
And  sorrow  and  despair,  that  will  not  cease, 
O  take  me  in  and  let  me  die  in  peace  !  " 
With  soothing  words  the  Sister  bade  her  wait 
Until  she  brought  the  key  to  unbar  the  gate. 
The  beggar  tried  to  thank  her  as  she  lay 
And  heard  the  echoing  footsteps  die  away. 
But  what  soft  voice  was  that,  which  sounded  near 
And  stirred  strange  trouble  in  her  heart  to  hear  ? 
She  raised  her  head — she  saw — she  seemed  to  know 
A  face  that  came  from  long,  long  years  ago — 
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Herself,  yet  not  as  when  she  fled  away. 
The  young  and  blooming  novice,  fair  and  gay. 
But  a  grave  woman,  gentle  and  serene. 
The  outcast  knew  it.  It  was  what  she  might  have  been! 
But  as  she  gazed  and  gazed,  a  radiance  bright 
Filled  ail  the  place  with  strange  and  sudden  light- 
The  nun  was  there  no  longer,  but  instead 
A  figure  with  a  circle  round  her  head, 
A  ring  of  glory,  and  a  face  so  meek. 
So  soft,  so  tender,  Angela  strove  to  speak 
And  stretched  her  hand  out  crying,  •*  Mary  mildy 
Mother  of  mercy,  help  me!  help  thy  child!  " 
And  Mary  answered,  "  From  thy  bitter  past. 
Welcome,  my  child,  O  welcome  home  at  last! 
I  filled  thy  place.      Thy  flight  is  known  to  none, 
For  all  thy  daily  duties  I  have  done. 
Gathered  thy  flowers,  and  prayed  and  sang  and  slept. 
Didst  thou  not  know  thy  place  was  kept  ? 
Kind  hearts  are  here  ;  yet  would  the  tenderest  One 
Have  limits  to  His  mercy  ?     God  has  none." 
And  Mary  vanished. 
Back  hurried  Monica.     But  where 
Was  the  poor  beggar  she  left  lying  there  i 
Gone  !     Only  Angela  at  the  gateway  stood, 
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Laden  with  hawthorn  from  the  wood ! 

And  never  did  a  day  pass  by  again. 

But  the  old  portress  with  a  sigh  of  pain 

Would  sorrow  for  her  loitering,  with  a  prayer 

That  the  poor  beggar  in  her  wild  despair 

Might  not  have  come  to  any  ill,  and  when  she  ended 

"  God  forgiv^e  her  !  " — humbly  then 

Did  Angela  bow  her  head  and  say  '*  Amen!  " 

Of  all  the  blessed  offices  attributed  to 
the  Mother  of  our  Lord,  none  will  so 
appeal  to  every  mother's  heart  as  that  it 
is  her  part  to  comfort  the  little  children 
who  have  gone  to  heaven  without  their 
mothers.  No  uncomforted  Rachel  can 
without  effort  resist  the  thought,  that  her 
little  ones  are  nestled  safe 


At  Mary's  feet. 
The  children's  place  in  heaven,  who  softly  sings 
A  little  chant  to  please  them,  slow  and  sweet. 
Or  smiling  strokes  their  gently  folded  hands 
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Or  gives   them   her  white  roses,  or  her  beads  to  play 

with. 
Yet  in  spite  of  flower  and  song. 
They  often  lift  a  wistful  look  that  pleads 
And  asks  her,  why  their  mothers  stay  so  long. 
Then  the  dear  saint  makes  answer,  she  will  call 
Them  very  soon.      Meanwhile  they  are  beguiled 
To  wait  and  listen  while  she  tells  them  all 
A  story  of  her  Jesus  as  a  Child. 

Such  stories  of  her  miraculous  power 
and  tender  heart  have  captivated  many  a 
heart  and  led  it  on  to  Mariolatry.  Surely, 
if  she  knows  it,  "as  she  sits  meek  in 
heaven,"  she  would  say  to  us  all  as  did  the 
angel  of  the  Apocalypse  to  St.  John,  who 
fell  down  before  him :  "  Worship  God  ! " 
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APPENDIX 

Traditional  Dates   in  the  Life  of  the 
Virgin  Mary. 

Birth,  September  8th,  year  of  the  world 

3985- 

Presentation  in  the  Temple,  3988. 

Sposalizeo    (marriage),    January   23d, 

about  4000. 

Death  placed  from  48  a.d.  to  65  a.d. 

Feasts   Dedicated   to   the    Virgin   in 
Church    Calendars. 

Purification    of  St.    Mary   the  Virgin, 
February  2d. 

Annunciation   of    the    Blessed    Virgin 
Mary,  March  25th. 

Assumption    of    the     Blessed    Virgin, 
August  15th. 
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The    Virgin  s  Seven  Joys. 

The  Annunciation,  The  Visitation,  The 
Nativity,  The  Adoration  of  the  Magi, 
The  Presentation  of  Christ,  Christ  Found 
among  the  Doctors,  The  Assumption  and 
the  Coronation. 

The   Virgin  s  Seven  Sorrows. 

The  Prophecy  of  Simeon,  The  Flight 
into  Egypt,  Christ  Lost  in  Jerusalem,  His 
Betrayal,  His  Crucifixion,  His  Deposition 
from  the  Cross,  and  His  Ascension,  when 
she  was  left  behind  on  the  earth. 

These  Joys  and  Sorrows  are  often  rep- 
resented in  series  of  pictures. 

The  month  of  May  is  called  in  the  Ro- 
man Church  the  Month  of  Mary,  every 
day  of  which  is  occupied  with  special  de- 
votions to  her.  September  is  now  a  sup- 
plementary month.  The  Roman  rosary 
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has  166  beads,  to  one  of  which  is  said 
the  Creed ;  to  each  of  fifteen  an  "  Our 
Father,"  and  to  each  of  the  one  hundred 
and  fifty  remaining  a  "  Hail  Mary  I  "  The 
hymns  specially  addressed  to  her  are 
"Ave  Marias,"  "  Stabat  Maters,"  and 
"  Salve  Reginas."  The  "  Angelus  "  is  the 
prayer  to  be  said  to  her  three  times  every 
day  at  the  ringing  of  the  church  bell,  at 
sunrise,  at  noon,  and  at  sunset. 

The  rose  is  her  consecrated  flower. 

The    Virghi   Marys    Traditional 
Appearance. 

There  was  no  tradition  about  her  per- 
sonal appearance  before  the  fifth  century. 
The  earliest  legends  say  that  she  was  of 
middle  height,  that  her  complexion  was  the 
color  of  ripe  wheat,  that  her  beautiful  eyes 
were  brown,  her  arched  eyebrows  black, 
her  face  oval,  her  hands  long  and  delicate, 
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and  her  fingers  tapering.  Spanish  and  late 
ItaHan  artists  represent  her  with  dark  hair 
and  eyes.  She  should  be  represented  as 
about  three  years  of  age  at  her  presenta- 
tion in  the  Temple,  but  most  pictures 
show  her  considerably  older  at  that  time. 
At  her  marriage  she  should  be  fifteen, 
forty-five  at  the  Crucifixion,  and  about 
seventy  at  her  death.  In  the  "Assump- 
tions "  and  "  Coronations "  she  is  always 
endowed  with  eternal  youth.  Michael  An- 
gelo  insisted  that  her  perfect  purity  pre- 
served her  youthful  appearance,  and  that 
she  should  always  be  represented  in  De- 
positions and  Pietas  as  a  young  woman. 

The    Virgin  s    Conventional  Dress^  in 
Art 

Her  proper  dress  is  a  close  red   tunic 

with  long  sleeves,  and  over  this  a  blue 

robe    or   mantle.      Her   head   should    be 
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veiled.  The  unveiled  Madonna  with  long 
tresses  was  an  innovation  of  the  fifteenth 
century.  In  subjects  relating  to  our 
Lord's  Passion  and  Crucifixion  her  dress 
should  be  gray  or  violet.  In  pictures  of  the 
Immaculate  Conception  and  of  the  As- 
sumption her  tunic  should  be  pure  white 
or  white  spangled  with  stars.  These  two 
subjects  are  entirely  distinct,  but  often  con- 
fused. The  Immaculate  Conceptions  and 
"  La  Madonna  Purissima,"  which  is  akin  to 
the  former,  are  the  ideal  conceptions  of 
her  as  the  Virgin  miraculously  born  free 
from  sin  and  perfectly  holy.  The  Assump- 
tions represent  her  ascending  into  heaven 
after  her  soul  is  re-united  to  her  body. 
As  Queen  of  Heaven,  she  should  wear 
a  tunic  richly  embroidered  with  gold  and 
gems  and  she  should  be  crowned  with 
a  splendid  crown,  sometimes  interwoven 

with  lilies  and  roses,  or  with  the  crown  of 
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the  country  to  which  the  artist  or  the  per- 
son ordering  the  picture  belongs.      In  the 
Eikons   of  the    Greek    Church  only  her 
hands  and  face  and  those  of  the  Divine 
Child  are  represented,    the  rest   of  their 
forms  being  covered  with  gold  work  and 
gems   wrought  with   Byzantine  splendor. 
Her  complexion  in  these  Greek  pictures 
is  always  very  dark.     The  Christ-Child  in 
early  Christian  art  generally  wears  a  little 
white  tunic.     He  was  never  undraped  till 
the  fifteenth  century.    Joseph,  as  a  spouse, 
should  wear  a  saffron-colored  mantle  over 
a  gray  tunic.     These  colors  vary  or  have 
been  discarded  in   different  ages   and  by 
different  schools  of  art.     Critical  scholars 
disagree  as  to  when  she  was    first  repre- 
sented   in    art.       Some     deny    that    the 
picture  in  the  Catacombs  which  has  been 
supposed    to     represent    her    and    those 

on  early  Christian  sarcophagi  were  really 
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meant  for  her.  The  mosaics  and  sculpt- 
ured effigies  of  the  fifth  century  are  the 
first  unquestionable  representations  of  her. 
She  was  not  crowned  and  enthroned  in 
any  picture  until  after  the  twelfth  century. 
There  are  no  Assumptions  before  that 
time,  and  no  Immaculate  Conceptions  till 
the  seventeenth  century.  The  earliest 
Church  dedicated  to  her  was  by  Justin- 
ian, in  550  A.D. 

The    Virgins  Symbols^ 

The  Sun  and  the  Moon. — A  woman 
resplendent  with  the  glory  of  the  sun  and 
with  the  moon  under  her  feet.  Symbols 
generally  used  in  Immaculate  Concep- 
tions. 

The  Star. — On  her  veil  or  robe,  or  a 
crown  of  twelve  stars.     She  is  called  Star 

'  The  following   list  of  her  symbols  and  titles  is  taken  mostly 
from  Mrs.  Jameson's  "  Legends  of  the  Madonna." 
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of  the  Sea,  Star  of  Jacob,  the  Morning 
Star,  the  Fixed  Star. 

The  Lily,  Cant.  ii.  1-2. — As  the  em- 
blem of  her  purity  it  is  introduced  into 
pictures  of  the  Annunciation,  where  it 
should  be  without  stamens.  In  Corona- 
tions it  is  put  in  the  hands  of  angels. 
Thorns  are  sometimes  interlaced  among 
the  lilies. 

The  Rose,  emblematic  of  love  and 
beauty.  Cant.  ii.  1. — She  is  often  repre- 
sented in  a  garden  of  roses  or  with  roses 
growing  about  a  fence  enclosing  her,  or 
with  angels  showering  her  with  roses. 

The   Enclosed   Garden,   Cant.    iv.    12. 

Also  the  Well  always  full,  the  Fountain 

forever  sealed,  the  Tower  of  David,  the 

City    of    David,    and    the    Temple    of 

Solomon,    Cant.    iv.    4,    12,    15. — These 

symbols   are    often    introduced    into   old 

stained-glass  pictures  of  the  Virgin. 
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The  Closed  Gate.— Ezekiel  xliv.  2. 

The  Cedar  of  Lebanon. — Its  height, 
incorruptible  substance,  perfume,  and  heal- 
ing properties  are  supposed  to  express  her 
greatness,  purity,  beauty,  and  goodness. 

The  Olive,  as  a  symbol  of  peace,  hope, 
and  abundance. 

The  Stem  of  Jesse. — Isaiah  xi.  i. 

The  Mirror. — Book  of  Wisdom  vii. 
25.     In  late  Immaculate  Conceptions. 

The  Sealed  Book. — Isaiah  xxix.  11,  12. 

The  Bush  (Ex.  iii.  2),  which  burned 
and  was  not  consumed. 

The  Globe. — This  is  the  emblem  of  her 
sovereignty.  When  standing  on  it  with 
a  serpent  encircling  her  feet,  one  foot 
always  placed  on  its  head,  she  represents 
her  part  in  our  redemption  in  Immaculate 
Conceptions. 

The  Apple,  symbolic  of  her  as  the  sec- 
ond Eve. 
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The  Pomegranate. — With  seeds  dis- 
played, it  is  an  ancient  emblem  of  hope, 
and  is  given  her  as  Our  Lady  of  Hope. 

Ears  of  Wheat  or  bunches  of  Grapes 
about  her  and  the  Divine  Child  signify 
the  Eucharist. 

The  Book,  when  open,  signifies  her 
wisdom ;  when  closed,  is  a  mystical  sym- 
bol of  the  Virgin  herself  Often  repre- 
sented in  Annunciations. 

The  Dove  is  the  emblem  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  overshadowing  her  in  Annuncia- 
tions, and  the  seven  doves  around  her 
head  signify  the  seven  gifts  of  the  Spirit. 
Doves  placed  near  her  while  she  is  read- 
ing or  at  work  in  the  Temple  express 
her  gentleness  and  tenderness. 

Birds  are  emblems  of  her  spiritual  joys. 

Women  typical  of  her  in  the  Old 
Testament  are  Eve ;  Rachel,  the  exemplar 
of  the  contemplative  life ;  Ruth,  her  far- 
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back  ancestress;  Abishag,  as  the  virgin 
who  was  brought  to  the  king ;  Bathsheba, 
because  she  sat  upon  the  throne  on  the 
right  hand  of  the  king;  and  Judith  and 
Esther  as  having  redeemed  their  people 
and  brought  deUverance  to  Israel.  These 
women  are  singly  or  together  grouped 
about  her  in  some  old  pictures. 

The  Prophets  and  Sibyls  are  outer  ac- 
cessories to  some  altar  pictures  of  her,  and 
the  Apostles  frequently  appear  as  acces- 
sories which  assist  the  legendary  or  the- 
ological conceptions  of  her.  True  to 
many  of  the  legends  of  her,  angels  hover 
in  hundreds  of  pictures  of  her. 

Titles  of  the   Virgin  Mary. 

"  The  Madonna "  or  "  Our  Lady,"  the 
title  given  her  in  the  age  of  Chivalry  by 
knights  who  vowed  themselves  to  her 
service. 
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"  Santa  Maria  del  buon  Consiglio,"  Our 
Lady  of  the  good  Counsel. 

S.  M.  "del  Soccorso,"  Our  Lady  of 
Succor  or  of  the  Forsaken. 

S.  M.  "  del  buon  Cuore,"  Our  Lady  of 
good  Heart. 

S.  M.  "della  Grazia,"  Our  Lady  of 
Grace. 

S.  M.  "  di  Misericordia,"  Our  Lady  of 

Mercy. 

S.  M.  "Auxilium  Afflictorum,"  Help 

of  the  Afflicted. 

S.  M.  "  Refugium  Peccatorum,"  Refuge 
of  Sinners. 

S.  M.  "  del  Dolore,"  Our  Lady  of  Sor- 
row. 

S.  M.  "  Consolatrice,"  "  della  Consola- 
zione,"  "del  Comforto,"  Our  Lady  of 
Consolation. 

S.  M.  "della  Speranza,"  Our  Lady  of 

Hope. 
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S.  M.   "della   Liberta,"  Our   Lady  of 

Liberty. 

S.  M.  "della  Catena,"  Our  Lady  of 
Fetters ;  so  invoked  by  prisoners  and  cap- 
tives. 

S.  M.  "  del  Parto,"  Our  Lady  of  Good 

Delivery. 

S.  M.  "  del  Popolo,"  Our  Lady  of  the 
People. 

S.  M.  "della  Vittoria,"  Our  Lady  of 
Victory. 

S.  M.  "  della  Pace,"  Our  Lady  of  Peace. 

S.  M.  "  della  Sapienza,"  Our  Lady  of 
Wisdom ;   so  placed  in  colleges. 

S.  M.  "della  Salute,"  Our  Lady  of 
Health  or  Salvation. 

S.  M.  "  del  Presepio,"  Our  Lady  of  the 
Cradle,  so  called  in  a  Nativity  where  she 
is  adoring  the  Child. 

S.  M.  "della  Scodella,"  Our  Lady  of 
the  Cup,  so  called  in  a  Reposo. 
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S.  M.  "del  Libro,"  Our  Lady  of  the 
Book. 

S.  M.  "della  Cintola,"  Our  Lady  of  the 
Girdle,  where  she  is  represented  giving 
her  girdle  to  St.  Thomas. 

S.  M.  "  della  Lettera,"  Our  Lady  of  the 
Letter,  referring  to  the  legend  of  her 
writing  to  the  people  of  Messina. 

S.  M.  "della  Rosa,"  Our  Lady  of  the 
Rose. 

S.  M.  "  della  Stella,"  Our  Lady  of  the 
Star. 

S.  M.  "del  Fiore,"  Our  Lady  of  the 
Flower.  This  is  her  title  as  protectress  of 
Florence. 

S.  M.  "  della  Spina,"  Our  Lady  of  the 
Thorn.  She  holds  in  her  hand  the  crown 
of  thorns.  Under  this  title  she  is  pro- 
tectress of  Pisa. 

S.  M.  "  del  Rosario,"  Our  Lady  of  the 

Rosary.     Not    known  as  such  until  after 
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the  sixteenth  century.     So  represented  in 
Dominican  churches  and  monasteries. 

S.  M.  "  del  Carmene,"  Our  Lady  of  Mt. 
Carmel,  protectress  of  the  Order  of  Car- 
melites. 

S.  M.  "della  Neve,"  Our  Lady  of 
Snow,  in  reference  to  the  legend  of  the 
snow,  to  which  the  building  of  S.  M. 
Maggiore  in  Rome  owed  its  origin. 

S.  M.  "  di  Loret,"  Our  Lady  of  Loretto, 
a  title  she  obtained  from  the  famous 
legend  of  the  angels  carrying  away  her 
house  from  Nazareth  to  Loretto. 

S.  M.  "del  Pilastro,"  (or  Colonna), 
Our  Lady  of  the  Pillar.  This  refers  to 
her  miraculous  descent  from  heaven  on 
an  alabaster  pillar,  and  thus  appearing  to 
St.  James  while  he  was  preaching  in 
Spain.  This  pillar  is  preserved  in  the 
Cathedral  of  Saragossa.' 

1  I  am  indebted  to  Mrs.  Jameson  for  this  list  of  her  symbols 
and  titles. 
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Many  famous  pictures  of  the  Madonna 
are  named  after  some  conspicuous  object 
in  them,  as  the  "Madonna  del  Impan- 
nata  "  of  Raphael,  so  called  from  the  win- 
dows in  the  background  being  partly 
shaded  by  a  piece  of  linen.  Correggio's 
"  Vierge  au  Panier  "  is  so  called  from  the 
work-basket  beside  her.  Others  are  named 
from  localities  where  they  were  painted, 
as  the  "Madonna  di  Foligno,"  or  from 
some  distinguished  person  who  ordered 
or  possessed  them. 

An  interesting  fact  connected  with  the 
history  of  different  great  religious  Orders 
in  their  devotion  to  the  Virgin  is  that  the 
Cistercians  wore  white  habits  in  honor  of 
her  purity ;  the  Servi  black  in  respect  to 
her  sorrows;  the  Franciscans  enrolled 
themselves  as  champions  of  the  Im- 
maculate Conception,  and  the  Dominicans 
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introduced  the  rosary,  a  device  imported 
from  the  East,  with  its  prayers  to  her. 

The     Modern     Legend    of     Raphael's 
Picture : 

The  Madonna  della  Sedia. 

There  was  an  old  hermit,  called  Father 

Bernardo,  who  lived  in  the  mountains  of 

Italy,  whom  everybody  loved.     He  used 

to  say  that  he  had  two  daughters,  one  who 

could  speak  and  cheer  him,  and  one  who 

was  dumb,  who  could  shelter  him.     The 

one    who    could    speak    was    really   the 

daughter  of  a  vine-dresser  nearby  and  her 

name   was    Mary.      The    one    who   was 

dumb  was  a  grand    old  oak,  which  was 

near  his  hut.      Mary  used  often  to  visit 

him,   and   carry   him   things   to   eat  and 

clothes  to  keep  him  warm.     But  he  often 

visited  his  old  oak  and  was  glad  to  sit  in 
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its  shade  and  hear  the  birds  sing  in  its 
boughs.  One  day  a  great  storm  came, 
and  the  streams  washed  down  from  the 
mountains  in  torrents  and  washed  away 
his  little  hut,  but  he  escaped  into  the  arms 
of  his  "  dumb  daughter,"  and  there  among 
its  protecting  branches  he  was  saved  from 
destruction.  When  the  storm  was  over, 
Mary  and  her  father  came  out  to  see  how 
it  had  fared  with  the  hermit,  and  they 
found  him  in  the  old  oak  tree.  They 
begged  him  to  come  down,  and  they  took 
him  home  till  his  hut  was  rebuilt  and 
Mary  could  make  him  comfortable  again. 
When  he  died  he  blessed  her  and  the  old 
oak  and  prayed  that  God  would  bring 
some  honor  upon  them  both.  Not  long 
afterward  Mary  was  married,  and  after  a 
few  years  the  great  oak  tree  was  cut  down 
and  made  into  casks,  into  which  was  put 
the  wine  from  her  father's  vineyard.     One 
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day  as  she  was  sitting  in  their  garden  near 
one  of  the  strong  casks,  her  older  boy 
playing  at  her  knees  and  her  baby  held 
close  in  her  arms,  a  beautiful  young  man 
entered  the  garden,  who  said  that  his 
name  was  Raphael.  His  eyes  were  filled 
with  wonder  and  delight  as  they  rested 
on  the  lovely  young  mother  and  her 
children  and  he  exclaimed,  "  I  have  found 
at  last  what  I  have  long  been  seeking  for, 
a  model  for  a  dream  I  have  had  of  the 
Virgin  and  the  Divine  Child.  Will  you 
let  me  draw  your  picture  ? "  Having 
with  him  no  paint,  nor  brush  nor  paper, 
he  took  a  pencil  from  his  cloak  and  drew 
on  the  top  of  the  wine-cask  the  likeness  of 
Mary  and  her  boys.  It  was  this  like- 
ness that  he  painted  afterward  in  the 
round  picture  called  the  "  Madonna  della 
Sedia,"  which  is  now  in  the  Pitti  Palace 

in    Florence.      And    so    Mary    and    the 
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"  dumb    daughter "    were    honored    and 
blessed. 

Two  hundred  and  sixty-five  million 
people,  nominally  at  least,  profess  to  be- 
lieve in  these  legends  of  the  Madonna 
and  in  the  miracles  attributed  to  her,  and 
address  her  by  the  above  titles  in  praying 
to  her. 
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